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SIMPLE STORY. 



CHAPTER I. 



i 



A letter from Giffardy Lord Elmwood's 
Houfe Steward^ to Mifs fVoodley. 



\^ " Madam, 






n 



N^ " J\jLY Lord, above a twelvemonth 
^ *^ ago, acquainted me he had permitted 
I ^^ his daughter to rcfidc in his houfe; 
*• ** but at the fame time he informed me, 

l'^ *^ the grant was under a certain reftric^ 
VOL. IV* B " tion. 



A simple: story* 

tion^ whidi, if ever broken^ I was to? 
fee his then detefmination (of whicb 
he alfo acquainted me) put in execu- 
tion. In €©nfrquence of Lady Ma- 
tilda's indifpofition, Madam^ I have 
ventured to delay this notice tiir morn- 
ing — I need not fay wiih what con- 
cern I now give it, or meation ta 
you, I believe, what is forfeited.— 
My Lord ftaid but a few hours yefter- 
day, after the unhappy circumftance 
on which I write, took place; nor 
did ! fee him after^ till he was in. his 
carriage ; he then fent for me to the 
carriage door, and told me he ftiould 
be back in two days time, and added, 
* Remember your duty.* Tliai dutjr, 
I hope. Madam, you will not require 
I fliduld mention in more dired: terms. 
— As foon as^ my Lord returns^ 1 have 
no doubt but he will aflc me if it is 
3 ^« fulfiUed.3. 



«< fulfilled, and I ft»ll be ta^^t the 
•^ greateftjipprehenfion, rtio»kIMsGorii- 
^* mands not be obeyed; 

"If thfircx is aury tkmg Waritmg for 
" die convenience dF yourt and Larfy 
^^ ftfetiidst's departure, yoii ha^vfe but to 
'^* otder k, and k k at your fervke^— 
" I mean like wife any caQi you niay haVc 
** occafion for. I Ihould prefume to 
" : ad4 my opiiih&n -^h^rk yoiu rhighf beft 
^* take up your abod«; but ^^ith ftich ad- 
vite as you will have from Mr.- Sand- 
fix^d/ mine w^f^kt-be biit afiblning. 



. . . . ^ 
fg - 



I would alfo have waited upon you, 

Madahi, slrtd haVe delivered myfclf 

" the fubftance of this letter; but I 

*" am an old man, acnji the changes 1 

*^ have been witnefs to *to rwy Lord's 

** houfe fince I firft lived in it, has en- 

B % " creafed 
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^^ crcJafed my age many years ; and' T 

*^ have not the ftrength to fee you upon 

^^ this occafion. — 1 loved my dcceafed 

^^ Lady — I love my Lord — and I love 

*^ their child — nay, fo I am fu re does- 

*^ my Lord himfelf ; but there is no ac- 

'^ counting for his refolutions, or for the 

*^ alteration his difpofirion has lately un- 

^* dergone^ 

** I beg pardon, Madam, for this 
*^ long intrufion, and am, and ever will 
^* be,, (while you and my Lord's daugh- 
^^ ter are fo) your afflidled humble fer- 
^^ vant. 



" RoSert Giffard* 



** Elmwood Houfe^ 
*« Sept. i2:\ 



Wheit 
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' ^Vhen this letter was brought to Mifi 
Woodley, fhe knew what it contained 
before fhe opened it, and therefore t^ok 
it with an air of refignation — yet though 
ihe gueffed the momentous part of its 
contents, fhe dreaded in what words it 
might be related ; and having now no 
effential good to expert, hope, that wiH 
never totally expire, clung at this crifis 
to little circumftances, and fhe hoped 
moft fervently, the terms . of the letter 
mignt not be harfh, but that Lord Elm- 
wood had delivered -his commands in 
gentle language. — The event proved .he 
bad ; and loft to every important com- 
foit, fhe felt grateful to him for this 
fiiiall one. ' . 

Matilda, too, was cheered by this 
letter, for fhe expefted fomething worfe ; 
and* the laft line, in which Gifiard faid 

B3 i»e 
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he kaew'^^ His Lordfliip loved her.'* 
fee thought repswd har for the purport 
of the other part. 

SaTadfiard -was not fo eafily refigni^d or 
conafort^d -^ he walked aboiit the room 
when the letter was ftievvn to him-r-called 
it cruel -^.ftifled his tears, and wifhed to 
ftiow his f efontm^nt only '^ but the far-j 
mer burft through aH his codeavours, 

and he funk into grie£ 

- > « 

Nor was the foititude of Matikia, 
which came to her affiftance on the fir^ 
enfet of this trials fufficient to arm her, 
when the moment came (he was to quit 
the houfe — her father's houfe-naever to 
fee that^ or him again. 



When 
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■ When word was brought thai: the car- 
riage was at tbe door, which was to con- 
vey her from aH ihe held Co deur, aiid 
Git faw before her the ptofpeft of a 
jong yoiTthfal and beaitbtui life, in 
which mifery af>d defpair were all fhe 
-could dficem ; thaet defpair fdzed her 
at once, and gaining courage from i^ 
Ihe cried, 

" What have I to fear if I difobcy 
my fatl^i^s coaatiiands oilce more ? — 
he cannot ufe me worfe. *— Til ftay here 
till he returns— again throw myfetf in 
his way, a^d tbeA I will not faii^, but 
plead €or mdrcy^ — Perhaps were I to 
knee! ta him — kneel, like other chil- 
><lren, and beg Ihs blefBng, he would 
not refufe it n^/* 

<* You muft not try.'* (aid SancKbrdi 
'inildly. 

B4 *«Who?" 
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*^ Who/* cried (he, '^ (hall prevent 
any flying to my father ? — Have I ano- 
ther friend on earth ? — Have I one rela- 
don in the world but him ? — This is the 
iecond time I have been commanded 
•out of the houfe. — In myinfant ftate my 
•cruel father turned me out; but then, he 
fent me to a mother — now I have none; 
and I will (lay with him." 

Again -the fteward fent to let them 
know the coach was waiting* 

Sandford now, with a determined 
countenance, went coolly up to Lady 
Matilda, and taking her hand, feemed 
refolved to lead her to the carriage. 

Accuftomed to be awed by every fe- 
iious look of his, (he yet refifted this ; 
and cried, '* Would you be the minifter 
of rtiy father's cruelty i"'* 

*« Then/ 
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' ^^ Then/' faid - Sandford folemnly to 
lier, ^^ farewell — from this moment you 
and 1 part. — I will take my leave, and 
do you remain where you are — at leafl 
till you are forced away. — But FU not 
.flay to be turned out — for it is impoffiblc 
your fatlier will fuffer any friend of yours 
to continue here, after this difobedience, 
-Adieu." 

" ril go this moment.'' faid flie, and 
Tofe haftily. 

Mifs Woodley took her at her word, 
and hurried her immediately out of the 
room. 

Sandford followed flow behind, as if 
he had followed at her funeraL 

When (he came to that fpot on xhe 
Hairs where (he had met her father, fhe 
ftarted back, and fcarce knew how to 
f afs it. —When fhe had — - ^' There he 

I held 
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lield mc,** faid Ihe, ^* and I thought I 
felt him prcfs mc to his heart, If^ I xie^w 
find I was roiftakea.*' 



r- 'i 



As Sand ford carwc forwani, -to hand 
iicr into the coach, ** Now you beha^^c 
well;* faid be, ** by this behaviouc, 
jou do not entirely clofe all prdfped off 
«conciliation with your father/' 

•* Do you thirifc it is not yet impof- 
.^ble ? ^ cried (he, clafping his hand* 
-** Giffard fays he loves mc,** continued 
Ac, *^ and do you think he might yet 
ht brought to forgive me ?" 

*^ Forgive you f** cried Sandford. 

*^ Suppofc I was to write to him, and 
.«itreat his forgivenefs ?" 

•^ Do not write yct«** faid Sandford, 
^ith no cbcering accent 

The 
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The carriage drove off — and as it 

went, Matilda leaned her head from the 

window ,-to fiirvey Ehnwood Houfe from 

the roof to the bottom, — She caft her 

eyes upon the gardens too- — upon the 

fifttponds -^ the coach boufea even, and 

aii the offices adjoining -a- which, as ob- 

j^'S %hn ibe (bould never fisc again 

foe cofttcmpkied, u objcfts of impor 

tance. 



€HAr^ 
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CHAPTER 31- 

RuSHBROOK, who, at twenty miles 
•diftance, could h^ve no conjeftnre what 
•had pafled at Elmwood Houfe, during 
the (hort vifit Lord Elmwood made there, 
went that way with his dogs and gun in 
'Order to meet him on his return, and ac- 
company him in the chaife back — he 
did fo-T— and getting into the carriage, 
told him eagerly the fport he had had 
during the day; laughed at an acci- 
<lent that had befallen one of his dogs ; 
and for fome time did not perceive but 
that his uncle was perfedly attentive. — 
At length, obferving he anfwered more 
negligently than ufual to what he faid, 

Rulhbrook 
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Ruihbrook turned his eyes quickly upon 
him, and cried, 

" My Lord, are you not well ?^' 

*5 Yes; perfectly well, I thank you, 
Ruftibrook/* and leaned back againft 
the carriage- 

" I thought, Sir," returned RtiQi- 
brook, ^* you fpoke languidly — I beg 
your pardon/* 

^' 1 have the head-ach a little/* anr 
fwered he: — then taking off his hat, 
bruftied the powder from it, and as he put 
it on again, fetched a moft heavy figh ; 
which no fooner had efcaped him, than, 
to drown its found, he faid brifkly, 

" And fo you tell me you have had 
good fport to-day ?'' 

. " No, my Lord, I faid but indiffe- 
rent/* 
" True, fo you did. — Bid the matf 

drive 
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fdrhre fafter «-^ it wiU be dark before ^vc 

get borne." » - 

^^ y<ni will (hoot tlhmOrrdw, my 

« Certjinly/' \ 

^^ How does Mr. Sandfoiid da> Sir ?" 
. «' Ididnotfeefhiott."- 

«^ Not fee Mr. Saodford, my Lord M- 
but he was out, I fuppofc— for they did 
aot expeft you at Ekawood Houfe.'^* 

•* No, tliey did noi>". 

In ^uch cotiveriktton Rufhbrook and 
Jbis uncle continued till the end of tfaetr 
journey.— Dinner wa* then imni«diftccly 
ferVed, iiftd-LOTd Einawood appeared 
much in his ufual fpirit$ ; ai kaifty not 
^ufpe&iog aoy caiife Un then abattment^ 
Rufhbrook did not obferve any altcRi- 

tkm. 

Lord 



l^id Eln:iwood"\veiii/bowever, eariitr 
to bed than ordinary, or rathei: to hrt 
bedchamber; for thoi^ he retired fome 
time before his nephew, when Roih^ 
brook pafied his chamber door it was 
op^, and bemotin bed, but fxtfing in 
a mufing pofture, as if life bad forgot tc^ 

fllOtit.' I . . : i 

r 

When Ru(bbrd(Ok*^ valet came to at- 
tend his niaftcr, be feid to him, * •' 

" I foppc^e. Sir, you da not know 
what has happened at Elmwood Houfe ?'^ 

** For heaven^s fa^e what ? ^ cried 
Riiflibropk. 

^ My Lord has met Lady Matikta.'* 
i^^lied the man. 

*' How ? Where ? What*s the confo- 
.quence ?** 

** We don't know yet. Sir; but all 
the ferrants fuppofe her Ladyfhip wiJl 

not 
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not be fuiFered to remdifi there -zrtf 
longer/f 

^* They all fuppofe wrong/* retdrncd 
Ruftibrook haftily — *^ My Lord loves 
her I am certain, and this event may be 
the happy means of his treating her as 
his. child frorti this' day.'* 

The fervant fmiled and (hook his: 
head. 
, " Why, what more do you know ?" 

'^ Nothing more than I • have told 
you. Sir ; except that his Lordfliip took , 
no kind of notice of her Ladylhip that 
appeared like love.'* 

Ruftibrook was all uneafinefs and anx- 
iety to know the particulars of what had 
pafled ; and now Lord Elniwood's in- 
quietude, which he had but ilightly no- 
ticed before, came fiiU to his obferva- 
tion. — He was going to alk more quef- 

tions ; 
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. lions, but he recoUedted Lady Matilda*s 
misfortunes were too facred, to Tdc talked 
of thus familiarly by the fervants of the 
fiwnily ; — befides, it was evident this 
inan thought, and but naturally, it might 
not be for his mafter's intereft the father 
and the daughter fliould be united ; and 
therefore would -certainly give to all he 
faid the oppoiite colouring. 

In fpite of his prudence, however, 
and his dehcacy towards Matilda, Rulli- 
brook could not let his valet leave him 
till he had inquired, and learnt all the 
circumftantial account of what had hap- 
pened ; except^ indeed, the order re- 
ceived by GifFard, which being given 
after Lord Elmwood was in his carriage, 
and in concife terms, the domeftics who 
attended him (and from whom this man 

VOL. IV. C had 
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had gained his intdligfence) were unac- 
quainted with it» ' 

When the feivartt hid left Ruihbrook 
alome, the perturbation of his miild was 
fo gteat, that he was, at length, undeter- 
*inined whether to gb to bed, or* to rtifli 
into bis uncle's apartment, and at his 
feet beg for that compaflion uJ)on his 
daiighter, which he feared he had de- 
nied her. -^ But then again, to wh^t pe- 
til did he not expofe himfelf by fuch a 
ftcp ? Nay, he might perhaps even in- 
jure her whom he wilhed to ferve ; for 
if his uncle was at preftrnt unrefolved, 
whether to forgive or to refent this dif- 
'obedience to his commands, another^s 
interference might enrage, and precipi- 
tate him on the latter. 

This cdnfideratioh was fo weighty, it 
"fefigned Ruftibtdok to the fufpenfe be 

3 muft 
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tmift endure tail the morning; when he 
flattered himfelf, that by watching every 
look and motion of Lord Elmwood, 
his penetration, woAald be able to dif- 
cover the ilate of his heart, and how he 
-meant to aft. 

But the morning came, and he found 
all his prying curiofity was of no avail ; 
Lord Elmwood did not ufe one word, 
one look, or aftion that w^s not cuf- 
tomary. . * 

On firfl: feeing him, Ruflibrook blulh- 
H at the fecret with which he was en- 
tmfted; then contemplated the joy he 
ought to have known in dafping in his 
arms a child like Matilda — whofe ten- 
derncfs, reverence, and duty, had de- 
prived her of ail fenfation at his fight ; 
^hidi was rn Rtifhbrook's mind an ho- 

C % nour, 
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nour, that, rendered him fuperior to what 
he was before. 

• • . '• . 1'.. "f ,^j:> :: ^- ■■, •■■■ j1 ■ ' - r 

They were ip the fields all the day as 
ufual ; Lord felmwpod now cheerful, 
and complaining no more of the head- 
ach. — Yet once being feparated from his 
nephew, Rulhbrook croiTed over a ftile 
into another field, and found him fitting 
by the fide of a bank, his gun lying by 
him, and he himfislf loft in thought. He 
rofe on feeing him, and proceeded to 
the fport as before. 

At dinner, he fiiid he ^ihpuld not go 
to Elm wood Houfe the next day, as he. 
bad appointed, but (lay where he was, 
three or four days longer. — From thefe 

two fmall occurrences, Rufhbrook would 

...... f 

fain have extradled fomething by which 
JO judgb the ftate of his mind; but upon 

the 
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the teA, that was impoffible — he'had 
caught him fo mufing many a time be- 
fore; and as to his prolonging his ftay, 
tliat might arife from the fport — or, in- 
deed, nad any thing more material 
fwayed him^ who could penetrate whe- 
ther it was the effeft of the lenity, or 
the feverity, he had dealt towards his 
child ? whether his continuance there 
was to fhun her, or to fliun the houfe 
from whence he had baniftied her ? 

The three or four days for their tem- 
porary abod^ being paffed, they both 
returned together to Elm^yood Houfe. — 
Rufhbrook thought he fa'w his uncle*^ 
countenance change as they entered the 
^venue, yet he did not appear lefs in fpi- 
rits ; and when Sandford joined them at 
dinner, the Earl went with his ufual cheer- 
fulnefs to him, and (as was his cuftom 

C 3 after 
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feft^r my feparatioii) put out his h«i(| 
cheerfully to take his. — Sandford fiiid> 
^* How do you do, my Lord ?** cheer*- 
fully ki return ; but put both his hand^ 
into his bofom^ and walked ta the other 
fide of the room, — Lord Elmwood did 
not jfeem to obferve this affront — nor was 
it done as an affront — it was merely what 
poor Sandford felt ; and he fek he could 
HQt (hake hands with him* 

Rufhbrook foon learnt the news that 
Matilda was gone, and Elmwood Houfe 
was to him a defert — he faw about it na 
real friend of her^s, except poor Sand- 
ford, and to him Ri^brook knew him- 
felf now, more difpleafing than ever; 
and all his overturea of atonement, he^ 
at this time, found more and more in- 
effedual.-^Matilda was exiled ; and her 
fuppofed triumphant rival was, to Sand- 
ford, 



ford, -naxx-e .pdiqqsi ti\zn l^c. ever ha4 
been* . ; . ? 



In alleviation pf their bapiftiqaentt 
Mifs Woodley with her charge had nof 
rttunjed tp their old retreat ; but were 
gone to a farm hoiife, no more thaij 
about thirty miles from Lord Elrn wood's : 
h^^, Sa|>df<¥4 wkh lit^e inconv^Bnieap^ 
vifitcd thepi; nor did his patron ?ve^: 
take notice of his occafion^l abfen^ej 
for as he had before given his daughter, 
iniome meafurej, to his charge; fp hof 
nour, delicacy, and the commQn ti^s 9f 
duty, made him approve rather thait 
condemn his attention to her. 

Though Sandford^s frequent viiif^ 
foothed Matilda, they could not c^m^* 
fort her; for he had no collation 1:9 

. C 4 bpfto>f 
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bellow that wes fukcd to Wr mind' — her 
father had givm no one token a£ regret 
for what he had done. He had even -in- 
quired ftemly. of GifFard- oriliBTetunring 
home^ : 

" If Mifs Woodley had left the 
houfe?" 

" The fteward guefling the whole of his 
xneaning, anfwered, ** Yes,' my Lord ; 
and all your commands in. that rcfpcft 
have been obeyed.**" 

• He replied, " I am fati$fied." And, 
to the grief of the old man, appeared 
leally fo. 



To the farm-houfe, the place of Ma- 
'tilda's refidence, there came, befides 
Sandford, another vifitor far lefs wel- 
come — Vifc^unt Margrave. — He bad 
heard with furprifey and (liJ! greater joy, 

that 
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that Lard Ehn wood bad once more fhut 
li%dodrs iagdiaft his daughter. ^— In this 
Iwr difcarded ftate, he 'do- ks;\ger bur- 
tbened his lively imagination with the 
dull thoughts of ^ marriage, but once 
more formed the idea of making her his 
miftrefs. 

Ignorant of a certain decorum which 
attended all Lord Elmwood's aftions, 
he fufpeded that his child might be in 
want ; and an acquaintance with the 
worfl: part of her fex informed him, that 
relief from poverty was the fure bargain 
for his fuccefs. — With thefe hopes, he 
again paid Mifs Woodley and her a 
vifit ; but the coldnefs of the former, 
and the baughtincfs of the latter, ftill 
kept him at a diftance, and again made 
him fear to give one allufion to his piar- 
pofc : but he returned home refolved to 

write 
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write what lie 4urft not fpeak-r-he did fo 
-^ he offerqd his fervices, hi$ purfe, bis 
hopfe 1— they were rgeftcd with . coa-* 
tetppt, and a ftronger prolaibifioa givei> 
i:q his vifits. 



CHAP 
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CHAPTER in, 

r 

•L^ORD Elmwood had now dlowed 
Rufhbrook a long vacation, in refpeft to 
his anfvver upon the fubjeft of nlarriage^; 
and the young man vainly imagined, his 
intentions upon that fubgeft were en- 
tirely given up.—Onc morning, how^ 
«ver, as he was attending him in the lih 
brary, 

*^ Henry'* faid his uncle, with a 

paufe at the beginning of his fpeech, 
which indicated that he was going to fay 
fomething of importance, ^^ Henry ■ 
you have not forgot the difcourfe I had 
with you a little time previous to your 
iUaefsr 

Henry 
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Henry hefitaxed— for^ he wilbcd^^to 
have forgottep jt-rbqt it was too ftroagly 
imprefled upon his mind. I^rd Elm- 
wood refumcd. , * 

" What ! equivocating again. Sir ?--: 
Do you remember it, or do you not ?*'-;— 

« Yes, my Lord, I do.**' 

^' And are you prepared to give ni€; 

» . > 

an anfwer ?" 

Ruflibrook paufed again. 

** In our former converfation," con* 
tlnued the Earl, *^ I gave you but a week 
to determine— ;-there has, I think, elap- 
fed fince that time, half a year/' 

** About as much. Sir.'* 

" Then furely you have now made up 
your mind ?" 

" 1 had done that at firft, my Lord 
— if it had me^ with your concurrence, 

'* Yoa Wilhed to lead a batchelor'^s 
iife^ I think you faid ?*' 

Rufli- 



Ruftibrook bowed* 



• * 



** Contrary to my will ?'* 
^^'^No/jpiy Lord, I. wiQied to have 
your approlmtibn/ 

'* And you wilhed for my approba- 
tion of the veiy oppofite thing to that I 
propofed ?— ,But I am not furprifed— • 
fuch is the gratitude of the world — and 
fuch is yours." 

** My Lord, if you doubt my grati- 
tude " 

*' Give me a proof of it, Harry, and 
I will doubt of it no longer." 

*^ Upon every other fubjeft but this, 
my Lord, heaven is my witnefs your 

happi '. "s " 

Lord Elmwood interrupted him, " I 
underftand you — upon every other fub- 
jedt, but the only one, my content re- 
quires, you are ready lo obey me. — I 
thank you," 

*' My 
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My Lord, do not idriure me with 
this fufpicioa ; i; is fo contrary to my de- 
ierts, that I cannot bear it. 

*^ Sufpicion of your ingratitude !-^you 
judge too favourably of my opinion — it 
toiounts' to certainty/' 

^* Then to convince you, Sir, I am 
liot ungrateful, tell me who the lady is 
you have chofen for me, and here I give 
you my word, I will facrifice all my fu- 
ture profpe<5ls of happinefs— all, for which 
1 woidd wifti to live-^and become her 
}iu(band as foon as you fliall appoint/' 

This was fpoken with a tone fo ex- 
jj)rcfiiVe of defpair, that Lord Elmwood 
replied, 

*^ And while you obey me, you take 
'care to let me know, it will coft you 
^routfutut^ happinefs.-^— This is, I fup- 
•pcffe, to .enhance the merit of the dbli- 

gation — 
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gadoii-^but I fh^ll not accept ybnr ac- 
qiiiefcence on thefe ternis/* - 

*^ Then in difpenfing with it, I 'hoJ)e 
for your pardon.'* 

'^ Do you fuppofe, Ruflibrook, I can 
pardon an offence, the fole foundation of 
^hich, arifes from a fpirit of difobe- 
dience ? — for you have declared to mfe 
your afFeclibns are difen gaged. — In our 
laft converfatipn did you not fay fo ?*' 

" At fiift I did, my Lord— but you 
permitted me to confult my heart more 
clofely ; and I have fince found that I 
was miftaken.*' 

*' You then own you at firft told me 
^ falfehood, and yet have all this time, 
kept me in fufpenfe without confefling 
it,^ 

" i Waited j tny Lord, till you Ihould 
enquire "" 



€i 



You 



32 A tiifFLa^^TaaY* 

" Yon have thea. Sir, 'w^ed too 
long.** and the fire flafhed from bis 
eyes. 

JElufhbrcKdc: now found himfelf in that 
perilous flate, that admitted of no me- 
4iimi oi refentment, but by fuch daftard- 
iy condud on his part, as would wound 
both his truth and courage ; — and thus^ 
animated by his danger, he was refoived 
to plunge boldly at once into the dp|>th 
of his patron^s anger. 

'' My Lord/' faid he, (but. he did 
not undertake this taik without fuftain- 
ingthe trembling and convulfion o£.h» 
whole frame) ** My Lord—waving -for 
Si moment the fubjeft of my marriage- 
permit me to remind you, that when I 
was upon my (ick 4>ed, you ptomifed, 
that on my recovery, you would liften 
;|o a petition I (hould offer to you* 

*' Lee 



** L»t^j«nc. itcoUcft." fCfjlicd he. — 
5^ tcs-4 do^tettiemberfomcdiing (rfk^ 
—But I faid nothing to warrant any im- 
4)roper petition." 
.v'^ J^kapeoj^mi^ was not named, my 

]nif ffe matter — ^iiat, ypo-yourfclf muft 
$o%e of, and an^'er for the confe- 
ifaenccs*'* 

J ,!« i wo«4d aafwet with my life, wit 
fcgly—r but I own thatJ dnrpiki&oiA 
7our angen" 
' " 3*ben do not provoke ic.'^ 

5< 4 have alreaxiy gone -loo far to ro- 
^e — and yoa wodd of courfe demand 
ah explana£ion> if I attempted to flop 
iere/' 
.' .^'Khodd/' 

^' ^Then, my Lord, I am baund lo 
^^ak — bat do^ot interrupt me — hear 

voir* l-Yw D :' IMC 
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me oiit/ before you banlfti me frbhS^oiir 
light for ever/^ ' ' ^' "^ -^ ^^ ' - ^^ 

" I will. Sir/* replifed hd, p^rep^red 
to hear fomething that ^vfouW difpleafe 
him, and yet detcrhlined to hear \Wth 
patience to the conclufion/' 

" Then, my Lord," — (cried Ru(h- 
brook, in the greateft agitation of mind 
and body) " Your daughter''- 

The; refolution Lord Elfnwood had 
formed (and on which he had given his 
word to his nephew not to interrupt him) 
immediately gave way.- — The colour rofe 
in his face — his eyes darted lightqing— 
and his hand was lifted up vvith the emo- 
tion, that word had created, 

*^ You promifed to hear me, my 
Lord;" cried Ruftibrook^ " and 1 claim 
your promife.'* 

He now fuddenly overcame his vio- 
lence of paffion,. atid ftood filenjt and 

2 refigned 



A S,;Mf»f E STORY. ^^ 

tefigae^ to hcjarhim; but \yith a deter- 
mined look, exprefEve of the vengeance 
that (hould enfue, 

" Lady Matilda," refumed Rufli- 
hwok, *Ms an objevft that wre/ls from 
me the enjoyment of every blc^Eng yoi^* 
kindnefs bellows. — I cannot but feel my- 
felf as her adverfary — as one, who has 
fupplanted her in your affedions — who 
fupplies her place, while (he is exiled^ 
a wanderer, and an orphan." 

The Earl took off his eyes from 
RuQibrook, during this iaft fentence, 
and caft them on the floor, 

"If I feel gratitude towards you, my 
Lord," continued he, " gratitude is in- 
nate in my heart, and I muft alfo feel it 
towards her, who firft introduced me to 
your proredion." 

Da Ae^^in 
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Again the colour flew to Lord Elm- . 
A^ood'B face ; and again hfe could liardly 
reftrain himfelf from iKtering his ?n(lig- 
nation. 

** It was the mother of Lady Ma- 
tilda/' continued Ruflibrook, ** v^to 
was this friend to me ; nor will I eVa? 
think of marriage, or any other jojrftl 
prolpeft, while you abandon the only 
child pf my beloved^patronefs, and load 
me with rights, whith belong to her.*' 

Here Rirfhbrook flopped ^— and Lord 
Elmwood was filent too, for near half *u 
minute; but ftill his countenance con« 
tinued fixed, with his tinvaricd refol vesi 

After tliis long paufe, he faid widi' 
compofure, but with firmnefs, ** Have' 
you finiftied, Mn Ru(hbrook?*' 

I ^^ M 
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<^ Ml that I da^ to utter, my Lord, 
wd I ftar, J bayq already faid too 
muigh." 

^u0)brook l)iow t«remb]ed mor^ than 
ever, and looked pdle as death ; for the 
ardour of fp^aking being over, he wait- 
ed his fentetice, with Icfs conltancy of 
tmad than he expeded he (hbuld. 
' f^ Yqu dUapprove my conduft, it 
(cems i^ feid Ix^rd Elmwood, *^ and in 
that, you are but like the reft of the 
world — and yet, among all my acquain- 
tance, you are the only one who has 
dared to infult me with your opinion. — 
And this you have not done inadver- 
tently; but willingly, and deliberately. 
But as it has been my fate to be ufed 
ill, and fevered from all thofe perfons ta 
whom my foul has been mod attached ; 
with lefs regret I can part from you, than 
if this had been my firft trial/' 

D 3 Ther« 



[ 
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There was a truth and a patlietic found 
in the uuerancc of thefe words, that 
ftmck Rufhbrook to the heart — and he 
beheld himfelf as a barbarian, who had 
treated his benevolent and only friend, 
with infufferable liberty ; void of refped: 
for thofe corroding forrows which had 
imbittered fo many years of his life, and 
in open violation of his moft peremptory 
commands. — He felt that he deferved 
all he was going to fufFer, and he fell 
upon his knees, no^ fo much to depre- 
cate the doom he faw impending, as 
thus humbly to aoknowiedge, it was his 
due. 

Lord Elmwood, irritated by this pof- 
ture, as a fign of the prefumptiious hope 
that he might be forgiven, fufFered now 
his anger to burft all bounds; and railing 
liis voice, he exclaimed in a rage, * 

" Leave 
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" Leave my houfe, Sir. — Leay^ my 
hpufe inftantly, and feek fome other 
home." 



. Juft as thefe "words were begun, Sand- 
ford opened the library door, was witnefs 
to them, and to the imploring fituation 
of Ruftibrook. — He flood- filent with 
amazement ! 

Rufhbrook arofe, and feeling in his 
mind a prefage, that he might never 
from that hour, behold bis benefaftor 
more ; as he bowed in token of obedi- 
ence to his commands, a Ihower of tears 
covered his face ; — -but Lord Elmwood, 
unmoved, fixed his eyes upon him, 
which purfued him with enraged looks 
to the end of the room. — Here he had 
to pafs Sandford ; who, for the firft 
time in his life, took hold of him by 

D 4 the 
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iht Baiid, and faid t6 Lofd ElniwitocT^ 
** My Lord, what's the matter ?" 

*' That ungratefol villain/' cried hc^ 
^* has dared to infult me. — Leave ray 
iibiifc this moment. Sir." 

Ruflibrook made an eflfort to go, bur 
Sah(tford (till held his hand ; and faid to 
Lord Elmwood, 

•* He is bbt a boy, my Lord, and 
do hot give hinii the ptiriifhftient of a 



man." 



Rnfhbrook no^^ fnatchcd his hand 
from*Sandford\ and threw it with him- 
felf upon his neck ; where he iiuieed 
fobbed like a boy. 

'* You are both in league." exclaimed 
Lord Elmwood. 

** Do you fufpedl me of partiaKty to 
Mr. Ruflibrook ?" faid Sandford, ad- 
vancing nearer to the EarL 

Rufhbroojc 
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>lR:o(ht>foo^ I)ad n<i)w gfmed the poiidt 
of remaining in the room; but ^ hope 
that privilege infpifed (while he ftilL 
harbovired all the jtift apprchenfion^ fia: 
his fate) gave biitb, perhaps, to a itK^re 
exqaifite fenfation of pain, than dcfpair 
would have done. -^ He . flood fikA^-^ 
confoumicd ~ hoping that he was for^ 
given — fearing that he ^as not. 

As SandfiDrd approached ftill nearer 
to Lord Elm wood, he continued, ^* No^ 
my Lord, I kxww yxni do not fufpeft 
rae> 6( partiality to Mr^. Riiftibrook — 
Bas any part of my behaviour ever dif* 
covered it ?'* 

" You now then ohly interfere to 
provoke me/* 

" If that were the cafe,'* returned 
Sandford, " there have been occafions^ 
when I might have done it more. cfFec- 
tuaily'o^when my own heart-firings were 

breaking. 
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breakings becaufe I would not {:trovo^, 
or add to what you fufffered." . . . ! 

"I am obliged to you, Mr. Sand- 
ford." hejreturncd, mildly^ 

** And aly my Lord, I have proved 
any merit in \ late forbearance, reward 
-me for it now ;\and take this young man 
from the deptb^of defpair in which I fee 
he is funk, and fay you pardon him/' 

Lord-Elmwood made no anfwer — and 
Ruftibrook, drawing ftrong inferences of 
hope from his filence, lifted up his eyes 
from the ground, and ventured to look 
in his face: he found it compofed to 
what it had been, but ftill ftrpngly 
marked with agitation. — He caft hijs 
eyes away again, in confufion.^ 

On which his uncle faid to him — 
*^ I (hall poftpone your obedience to my 
orders, till you think fit once more to 

provoke 
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tliem — and then, not even 
Sandford, (hall dare to plead your ex- 
cufe." ' 

Ruflibrook bowed. 

" Go, leave the room. Sir/* 

He inftantly obeyed. 

While Sandford, turning to Lord 
Elmwood, fhook him by the hand, and 
cried, " My Lord, I thank you — I thank 
you very kindly, my Lord — I (hall now 
begin to think I have fome weight with 
you." 

" You might indeed think fo, did you 
know how much I have pardoned." 

" What was his offence, my Lord ?'* 

" Such as I would not have forgiven 
you, or any earthly being befides him- 
felf— but while you were fpeaking in his 
behalf, I recolle<5ted there was a grati- 
tude fo extradrdinary in the hazards he 
ran, that almoft made him pardonable.'* 

I guefs 



€C 
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" I guefe die fubyea theiv,*' crici 
Sandferd ;, and yet I coirfd not bftve 
fuppofed" 

" It is a fubjeft we cannot fpeak on^ 
Sandferd, therrfore kt us drop it»" 

At thefe words the difeourfo conclu- 
ded. 



CHAP' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

aO the relief of Raflibrook, Lonl 
Elm wood that day dmed from honic', 
and he bad hot the confofion to fce^ hrm 
^gain till the evening,'— Previous^ tadiis^, 
Sandford and he inet at dinner ; but as 
the attendants were prefent, nothing 
pSfffed on either fide refpeSing the inci- 
<lent in the morning.— ^'Rufhbrook, from 
the peril which h^d fo lately threatened 
l^im, was now in his perfedly cool, and 
difpaffionate fenfei?; and notwitlrftand- 
ing the real tendernefs which he bore to 
"the daughter of his benefadlor, he was 
nbt infetifible to the comfort of finding 
ijififdf, once inore in the poffeflion of 

all 
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aW thofe enjoyments he had forfeited^ ^nd 
for a moment loft. , j 

• ' , _ « 

As he refl|:ded on this^ to Sandford 
he felt the iirfl tie of acknowledgement— 
but for his compaiSon^ he knew he (houki 
have been at that very time of their 
meeting at dinner, away from Elmwood 
Houfe for ever — and bearing on his 
mind a ftill more painful recolledion, 
die burthen of his kind patron's con- 
tinual difpleafure. Filled with thefe 
thoughts, all the time of dinner he could 
Xcarce look at his companion, but with 
tears of gratitude, and whenever he at- 
tenipted to fpeak to him, gratitude 
choaked his utterance. 

Sandford, on his part, behaved juft 
the fame as ever ; and to (how he did not 
wilh to remind Ruflibrook of what he 

had 
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kd-<J6rii2, he w^s JiiflP'as uncivil as 
ever. ' • 

Ampng other things, he faid, *' He 
did HWfeiSSvv Lord Elmwood dined from 
hotfie, for if he had, he (hould have 
dined in his own apartment.'* 

Ruihbrook was ftill more obliged to 
him for all this ; and the weight of obli- 
gations with which, he was oppreffed, 
made him long for an opportunity to re- 
lieve himfelf by expreffions. — As foofi, 
therefore, as the fervants were all with'- 
drawn, he began : 

*' Mr. Sandfofd, whatever has been 
your opinion of mcy 1 take priJe to my- 
felf, that in my fentiments xo^dixdiS yoUy 
I have always diftinguilhed you for that 
humane, difinterelled character, you 
have this day proved.'* 

" Humane, and difinterefted,** re- 
plied Sandford, " are flattering epi- 
thets 
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thetsfor^ita old nian.^og ouvc^^-^,, 
world, . aad AvhQ caa haYC no ,ua>ptaiiog 
to be x^tshcrwife*? ; 

- *• Then fuff^r me tso. call your adi^N^^ 
generous and coaipaffionate, for thej 
Lave faved cne — — ^ 

" I know, young man," cried Sand- 
ford, mtcrrupting him, ^ you are glad at 
what I J>ave done, and -that you find a 
gratification in telling me you are ; bttt 
it is a gratification I will not in<?i*^c }'Ott 
with^— therefore, fay another fentence ofl 
the fubjeft, and" (herofe from his feste) 
*' rU leave the room, and never come 
into your company again, whatever your 
aincle may fay to k." 

Ruihbrook few by the folemnity <rf 
•his countenance, he was ferious," and pofi- 
tively afTured him he woidd never thank 
hinj more ; on which Sandford took his, . 
ie^ agTiin, but he ftill frowned, and it . 

was 
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^ many raisittts "before he conquered 
liis fil hunidur.— ^As his countenance 
became lefe four, Rulhbroc^ fell from 
tome general topics he had eagerly ftarted 
in order to appeafe him, and faid, 

" How hard is it to reftrain convcrfa- 
tioh from the Ilibjeft of our thoughts; 
and yet amidft our deareft friends, and 
aniOTg perfons who have the fame dif- 
pofitions and fentirnents as our own, 
their minds, too, fixed upon the felf- 
fame objefts, is this conftraint praftifed 
•-and thus, fociety, which was meant 
for one of our greateft bleflings, becomes 
infipid, nay, often more wearifome than 
Witude/' 

" I think, young man,'^ replied Sand- 
ford, ** you have made pretty free with 
your fpeech tonday, and ought not to 
complain of the want taf tdteration on 
ftatfcorc/' 

VOL, IV, E «M do 
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^[ I do coiTxplaiii/' f eplied Riifhbrooilfj^ 
^' for if toleration was riiore frequept^ 
the favour of obtainiHg it wo\iid b^ lels." \ 

" And your pride, i fuppofe, is ab^ve 
receiving a favour." 

. " Never from thofe I cfteem,; anJio 
coavince you of it, I wifli this raora^ot 
to requeft a favour of you." 

" I dare fay I (hall refufe it.— Hpwr 
ever—what is it ?" 

*^ Permit me to fpeak to you upon the 
fubjed of Lady Matilda ?" 

Sandford made po anfwer, cpnfequent- 
ly did not forbid him — and he pro- 
ceeded. 

^^ For her fake — as I fuppofe Lord 
Elrowood may haye tp]d. you— I this 
morning raflily tljrew niyfelf into the prp- 
dicanient from. whence you releaftdiin^ 
— for her fake, I have fuffered iriwch-— 

far 
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&r lier falce Misve hazarded a greaf deal, 
and $m ftill «ady to hazard more.*' 

^' But tor your own fake, do not/' re-* 
t nrtied Satidford drily. 

** Yo\i may laugh at thefe featimcnts 
as' fomantic, Mr.'Sandford, but if they 
are, to me they are neverthelefs natural/* 

** But of what fervice are they, to be, 
either to her, or to yourfeit 

*^ They are painful to me, and to her 
would be but impertinent, were (he to 
-know them '* 

•^ Ilhan't inform her of them, fo do 
not trouble yourfelf to caution me againil 



it/' 



" I was not going~you know I was 
not — but 1 was going to fay, that from 
-no one fo well as from you, could flie be 
told my fentiments, without the danger 
of giving her offence. 

E 2 *« And 
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^^ Awd what Impreflion do you wHh 
to give her, from lier becoming ac- 
quainted with theni?'*' '';; ' ''^'* 

** The impreffion, that (he has otit 
fincere friend — that upon every pceur- 
rence in life, there is a heart fa devoted 
to all fhe feels, that fhc. never -can-fuifer 
Without the fympathy of another— ^r can 
ever command him, and all his fortuti^ 
to unite for her welfare, without his reatff^ 
his immediate compliance. 

" And do you imagine, that 'any of 
your profeffions, or any of her neoeffi- 
ties, would ever prevail ppon herto put 
you to the trial?'* 

^^ Perhaps not/* 

*' What, then, are the- motives which 
induce you to wi(li her to be told a 
Ihis?'* ' 

Rulhbrook jpaufisd* 



'\ 
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J* jDo ,yQu ; tbipk/' continued Sand- 
ford, *< the intelligent^ will give her anjr 

/^_ Perhaps not/' 

i//. Will it be of any tayourfelf ?'* 
^'f V The higheft in the world." ' 
.,"\And fo ajl you have been urging 
t||)pn this occafion, is^ at laft, only ta- 
pleafe yourfelf," 

" You wrong my rneankigr— it is her 
pierit which infpires me with the.defirc 
c^ being fcnQwn to her — it i^ her fuffer- 
ijags^ her innocence, her beai^y '* 

Sandford flared — Rulbbrook proceed- 
ed: " It is her '' ■ 

. " Nay,, flop where yop are>?V. cried' 
^ndford: " you are arrived at the ze- 
nith of perfection in a- woman, and to 
add one qualification mpre^ would be- 
l^raDti-climax." 

E 3 « Oh I" 
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•« Oh !'^ tried Rirtbbrpok\tithwannA> 
^ I loved f her, befone I ever beteld 

her.' ' ' T' , ; . :\-K' 

" Loved her !'' cried Sandford^ wi^ 
afton}(hmenc> ^^ You are talking of wbtt 
you did Hot intend^'' 

** I am, indeed/* returned he in con- 
fufion, •• I fell by accident on the word 
love," 

• ^* And by the fame accident ftiTO' 
bled on the word beauty,; and. thus by 
accident, am I come to ihe tuuth of ajl 
your jM'utWions/^ 
" ^ 

Ruthbrook knew that he loved } and 
though his aflfeftion had fprung from tl^e 
moil kudabic motives, yet was he alhamc^^ 
of it, as of a vice — he rofe, he walkei 
about the room, and he did not look Sam 
ford in the face for a quarter of an h« 
-^Sindfdrd, fatisfied that lie had ju( 
3 "gi 



rigftrty-) a^d^y^tor^ilKiig tabe too hard 
fijy^h a paflttoi A^^h h^ reddtiy believed 
mud have had many noble virtues for it»' 
foofidatiori, now got up and walked 
iSvay, wMoiit faying a word in* €enft>Fe> 
though not a word in app>robado*i. 



It was in the month of 0(?tober, and 
JGft dark, at the lime Ruflibrook was kft 
^e, yet in the agitation of his mi«d, 
ariffiig ffom thefobjeft on which fee h^ 
been talking, 1^ fourtd it ii^poffible to 
rctnain in the houfe, and therefore walk- 
€?dinto the fields i-^-'biK there was/ano- 
ther inftigation, more powerful than tbt 
neceffity of walking — it was the allure- 
^m oi paffirig -aloflg thaMt path wh^re 
^ %ad laft fdcn Lady MaK:il4a, a^ 
^kere, for the on^ly time, ftie ha^ ^oi^dc- 
fctflded to fpeak to i^m- divcfted of 
^ ' E4 •. haugh- 



dwck t^anfatfi fBemcoT^ bejromii a&il^a^ 
other endowments. 

■ * , - * - , » • « > -.,'•■ A 

■'-•-'' - ... . » 

V ^HeiCf heretraced hisrown ft^p^ rcpea^^ 
«dlyf his whole iimgbatidn togrof&d 
iv^itJbi her idca^ till the found of her bh 
tbefs c^rri^geretufiiiag fnxivhis vifm» 
fDu&d him from the ddLofion of his 

■ 

tmnce^ to tho dread of the coiifufion and 
cmbariuflmedt he {houl4 endure, on the 
neafit meeting wkh hinu He hoped 
Saadford might be prefeat^ and yet he 
was namr^ dknoft as much afhamed of 
feeing him^ as his unde^ whom he had 
fo lately offended. 

» 

As loath ta kave the fpot where he 

wasy as to enter the houfe^ he remaioed 

theie^ till he confidered k would be ill 

manners^ in his prefent humiliated iitua- 

i tion^ 



Mti^ not> tKj ^gwWA ' himfdi at ' thcf -^al 

As- he laid his hand upoa the door 
of rihp afjarttitentto open itf he wafi^brry 
blhear by Lord Elmwood*s wice^ he 
was: in the room before him } for dlere 
jjms fomethimg much more confpicu- 
cdily diftreffing, in entering where he 
already was; than had bis ^ade come 
in a&cr him. *— He found hhafeif, how- 
ev^rj re^affured, by overhearing the Earl 
laugh and fpeak in a tone expreiSve of 
the iKmoft good humour to Sandfiord, 
who was with him.. 

Again, he felt all the awkwardnefs of 
his own lituation ; but making one cou- 
rageous eflTort, opened the door and en- 
tered. — Lord Elm wood had been away 
half the day^ had dined abroad^ and 

it 
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it was neccffary to take fome notice rf 
his .return; Rufhbrook, therefore, bow- 
ed humbly, apd what wa^ more to his 
advantage, he looked humbly. — His 
uncle made a flight return to the (ik^ 
ration, but c<xytinued the recital he Iwd 
begun to Sandfoiti ; — dien ik dawn w 
the fupper tabte -— fupped — aiid paflW 
the whole evenii^withouft iliying a fylJ- 
liible, or even cafting '^ look in* rtrh&tn^ 
brance of witat had paffedirt the morn- 
ing. —-Or tf the^e wj«s any token, thut 
ihewed he remember^ the drcii^ftan^!^ 
at all, it was the putting his glafs to Jris 
nephew's, when Ruftibrook halted for 
wine, and drinking at the time he did. 



CHAP- I 
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HE repulfe Lord Margrave received^ 
did iK)t diminifli the ardour of Jiis pur*- 
fuit; for as he was no loager afraid. <?£ 
refentmem from the Earl, whatever treatr 
mfcnt his daughter might receive, he was 
determiiSed the anger t)f Lady Matild* 
or of liet fettiale friend > Sioiild not is^-^ 
pede his pretenfionSr / 

Having faken jhis refill tition^ he laid 
the plan of an open violation of aH rights 
and determined to bear away that prize 
by force, which no art was likely to pro- 
cure, — He concerted \\^ith two of his fa- 
V6urite companions, but their advice was, 
** One ftniggle more of fair means/' — • 

This 
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This was ^ tptalljr .^gajnft , his , will ; ^ibr;; 
he had mijiqh pjtl^er have encpw^t;erre(^ 
the piercing cries of a female in the laft. 
agonies of diftrefs, than the fatigue of] 
her fentimental harangues,, or elegant rer< 
proofs, fuch as he had the fenfe to un- 
derftand, . but not the capacity to an-^ 
fwer. 

V 

Stimulated, however, by his friends to.. 
one more tri^l^ in fpite of thie form^L 
difmiffion he had twice received, he in- 
truded another vifit on Lady Matilda at 
the farm, — Provoked beyond bearing at 
fuch unfeeling aflurance, Matjlda refufed 
to come jnto the room where he was, and: 
Mifs Woodley alone received him, and 
expreffed hef furprife at the little atten* 
tion he had paid to her explicit del!^?* 

*^ Madam, ** replied the nobleman^ 
** to be plain with you^ I am in love.'* 



«Idq 
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^^fl do not the leaft doubt it, mjr 
^ti)Hl;'^^'J^p!l^ ^tetif^'lATboaley : « nor 
•<ife|iit fSd% ¥dubt .the triitli of what I 
^mricV'wnen 1 aflure you, that you 
flave n^t the fmallefl: rcafon to hope your 
love will be returned ; for Lady Matilda 
iis'refblved fiever to lift en to your paf- 

" iFhat . man, ** he replied, ^^ is te 
blame, who can relinquifh his hopes, 
Tipon the mere refolution of a lady/* 

'^ And that lady would be wrong," 
replied IVIifs Woodley, " who fliould 
entruft her happinefs in the care of a 
man,' who can think thus meanly of her, 
and of her fex/' 

*' I think highly of them all,'* he re- 
plied; *^ and to convince you in how 
highjjn eftimation I. hold her in ^parti- 
«ula!^ my whole fortune is at her . com:- 
mand/* 

^^Your 
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^ Yoarenwe abfenc^'from thfe lioiifc, 
my Lord, fhe wouid oonfider aj a much 
greater mark of your mfpefit*** s^ n v i 



. -j 



A long Gohverfation, afc' urtmtdreftihg 
as this, enfued ; till the imexpeOrcd ii?!^ 
rml of Mf. Sandford^ put an andtcviu 
— He ftaited at the fight of Lord MaV^ 
grave ; ' but the Vifcouht was^ much more 
a&Sred at the fight of hinn. 

« My Lord,?' faid Sandford beldl? 
to him, *^ have you ireceived a.iiy encdu^ 
ragement froitt Lady Matilda to authorif* 
Chisvifit'?'* 

^f None, tipon my honoor, Mr. Sand- 
ford ; but I hope you know how to par-^ 
doti a lov^er f * 

" A rationalone I do-*---but you, my ^ 
Lord, are- riot of that clafs, while you 
perfecute the preteaded obje<9: of your| 
affedioru^' 



^ **'D(> ypt^ xall it pejiccodon .that I 
oii^e offer^ her a (hap(5X)f my titk and 
fortune — and cyen now^ declare my for- 
tune is at her difpofal ?'* 

Sandfc«:d was uncertain, whether he un- 
derftood his jBeaning — but Lord Mar* 
grave, provoked at liis ill. reception, felt 
a triiirriph in removing his doubts, and 
proceeded .duis : 

^* For the difcarded dwghter qf Lord 
Einawood, cannpt expedt the fame pro- 
pofels, which I made, while ihe \yas ac- 
l^nowl edged, and under the prate^iQii. 
of. her father?* 

*^ What pnopofals tlien, my Lord ?'* 
sjkcd Sandford haftily- . ' 

" Such,*' replied he, " as the Dukor 
of Avon ;Bade to her mother/' . 

^^ Mifs , Wopdipy quitted the room 
that inftant. •— But Sandford, who never 

fel« 
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fell rdRsimncntttft agaiiiflW^ Iti'^WIiom 
he faw fomc virtue, calmly replied, '^"^ * 

*^ My Lord, che Dukfc df 'AvSn w^ 
« gentleman, a man of* elegance* and 
breeding ; and what have you to offef in 
rccompence for your defeQ:^ in thefe ?'* 

^* My wealth,** replied he, " bppofed 
toiler indigence/' 

Sandford fmiled, and anfwered, 

" Dd yaufuppofe '/i&tf/ wealth canl>e 
tffteenied, which has 'not been^aWe W 
make you itfpeftable ?— What is il-th^r 
makes wealth valuable ?-— Is it the plea^- 
Ibrcs of the table ? the pleafure of living' 
in a fine houfe ? or of riding nn a fine 
coach ?-^The{e are'pleaftires,- aLiord eh-- 
jt)ys, btrt *in common with his Valet.— 
It is the pkaftjre of beh^ confpicuous,' 
which nidkes. riches definable «-— but if 
wc are confpicaous only Ifor oar ^ice and 

* foHy, 



7our Lo^-dfhip will neveir ^gi»5fl ^pn^Sr- 
fcend to come where I am/' r . 

" A man q€ rank condefcgmfls tp mix 
with any focieiy, when a pretty woni^ v 
IS the objcft/' 

" My Lord, I have a book here in 
my pocketj^ .which I am eager to, read*; 
it is an author i^ho fpeaks fenfe and re»r 
fpn — wiU y w pardon tbcj ippipadenpe Jt 
feel for fuch company; and. permit o^. 
;to call yotir carriage ?^ 

Saying this^ he went biftily and called 
•to the fcrvants; the carriage- drove up, 
die door was o^peaed^ and^ Lord Mar- 
^ve, afiianied to be expoibS; before^ 
•his attendants, and convinc^of - the; in^ 

TOL, w. V Btility 



Utility 6f rem'aihilig any lotj^et Where lie 
was, departed. 

SandFoVd \^as foOfi join'ed hy i\it ladies ; 
and the* converfatioA fali'iVig, 6{ tddrft, 
upon the nobleteafi who had jOfft tiikeh 
his leave, Sandford^ untvaHly eidaimed, 
^' I vvifh Ri^bfook h^d faeehWc," 

" Who ?*' cried Lady Matilda. 
' •* I do 'believe," Taid Mife Wboaley, 
** that youiig itiati hks fome good qua- 
lities/' 

'* A great itiahy.'' returned SaniJffard, 
"ftiutteringly. 

•^ Happy young tnan ! " cried Ma- 
tilda : " he is beloVed by all thofe, wtofe 
'affection it would fee rfiy choice t6 pbf- 
Tefs, beycJnd'^ny ftther bleffing this World 
'could beftow/' '" * ' *' 

«* Anil yet I qrieftion; if Rtifh^rbolc 
-is ' happy man."' Caid Sandfotd. 

3 "He 
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*^ Hctrannot be ofl)«nVife/' feturned 
Matilda, ^^ if he is a man of under* 
ftanding/' 

*^ He xJoes not want urtd6rftanding 
neither/* replied Sandford; '^although 
He bas certainly mairy indifcrettons." ' 

"But which Lord Elmwood, Ifup- 
pofe/' faid Matilda, *^ looks upon with 
tendernefe/' 

" Not upon all his Faults," arifwered 
Sandfbrd;- ^*-fbr I have feen him in 
Very dangerous circumftances with your 
fether.'* ^ ■ 

" Have you indeed ?** cried Matilda i 
^^ then I pity him." 

*^ And i believe," faid Mifs Wood- 
Icy, '" that from his heart, he compaf- 
fionates you. -^ Now, Mr. Sandford,** 
continued flie, '^ though this is the firft 
^me I ever heard you fpeak in hrs fe- 

F 2 vouVj 
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vour, (and I once thought as indiffe- 
rently of Mnilufhbrook as you can do) 
yet now I will venture to aik yoiii wHe- 
tlier yon do not think te wiflies li^. 
Matilda much happier thin ffiie fs ?^'^ '/^ 

« I have heard him fay fo/^ anfWef^^ 
^andford. 

" It is a fubjedt/' returned tj^jf 
Matilda, *^ which I did not imaging you, 
Mr. Sandfbrd, would have permittfea 
him to have mentioned lightly, in your 
prefencc." 

' *^ Lightly i — Do you fuppofe, my 
dear, we turned your fituation into ridi- 
cule?" 

" No, Sir,— but there is a fort of 
humiliation in the grief to which I am 
doomed, -that ought furely to be treated 
>vith the higheft degree of delicacy bj 
niy friends." 

«* I don*t 
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'. « I don't know on wh^ ppiptypu fix 
real delicacy ; but if it confifts^ig fonpw, 
tj;ic^Qung man gives a proof he poiflefles 
it, for he flbed tears when I iaft heawj 

him mention your name.* V ; f 

" I have more caufe to weep at the 

ni^eation of his/* 

\" Perhaps fo — But let me tell you. 
Lady Matilda, that your father might 
have preferred a more unworthy objed/' 
" Still had he been to me/*^ (he cried, 
^ an objeft of envy. — And as I frankly 
confefs my envy of Mr. Kuflibrook, \ 
hope you will pardon my malice, which 
is, you know, but a confequcwt crime." 

The fubjeft now turned again upon 
Lord Margrave ; and all of them being, 
finnly perfuaded, this Iaft receprioix 
^ould put an end to every further intru- 

F 3. fion 
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ion from him, they treated hia preren- 
fioot^ and himfelf^ with the contempt 
Aey iDfpired-rf but not with the cautioa 
they defiaTNred* 



. i 
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Chapter v^^. •'• ^ 

A HE n?>it ni^rnii^- early, A^r. SanA- 
IpfcJ retitra^d to Elmwooci J^ov^re.^ ^vf 
\yijth his %ini$ depr^iT^d^ and Jp^ishe^rt ' 
overcjiiarged wi^h foirow.-— He had feepi 
t^dy Mawlda, tH pbj?^ Pf hU vi^^, 
^ut h? had b^eheld J^pr cQpfiderafc4y ?|- 
tf Fed in ^ef }ook^ ^d )n her health ^-r 
(bf W^^ beCQj^e Y«ry thig, and iaft§«^ 
q£ the yivid felpom thftt ufi?d to *dQ?|i 
h§r cheeks, her whp}e ^ompl^xion wf|s 
(>f a d.fi^dly palp ~ h^r qpuntf n^nc^ ^p 

^ melancholy -^ il^e (h.^4 nptea^^i \nj^t 
Yjas %tl . failpeft. — Jle h^0 befeeld tjxis, , 
«q4- he had l^^^rd h?r mfpl^^d Uy |h? Ji- 

F 4 whom 
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whom diehi^imB ao^ioas&^ardabcfife^ 
manded^ becaufe (he had no fiitiKlto 
iriadkuUDeher^lbQiiow* .; : 



--♦ « 



Ruflifarook^ who fefpe&ed -viSieis Sand- 

ibrd was gmey asd imagined he ^n^bold 

' tetom d!iat)dajr^ took Us momng^s ^nde, 

fo as to meet ham on the cdad^ a^the 

ififiance of a few miles from the caflde ; 

Ibr^ fin€e his peiilouft fittiation with Lord 

'Eknwood^ he was fo fuUy convinced^f 

'^e geoeml pitilaiithropf of Sandford'is 

chaiader, that- in fptc of his chtutth 

man&ers, he now addrefled faim^ free 

from that referve to \^ch his rough be- 

liayiour had formerly given birdi.-^And 

^ndfbrd on his part^ beticvbg he bad 

^formed an - jUtisieral opinion pf Lord 

£lmwood^s heir^ Aough he t0(^ no 

-pains to kt him know that his opinion 

'was changed; yet refoWed> to^maikelnm 

:- • . ^ reftitution 



Their mutual grertmgE^^^^w4r€n tkty 

met, were unceremonious but cordial; 

and? Rulbbroc3c tiirncfd Mi3( faorfe and 

.rode back i«i»i4i Saridford ;^— yet,- iritinii- 

tiated; b]r bis lefpi^ and tendemefs tor 

iiEady ^Matikh,. rather thanr by fear bf 

^ xeiauffs of his companion, he had i 

HOC t&e courage to name her, till dde ride 

^Was juft finked, and*^they ctoie within 

afcwryard^ of Ar houfe —^incited then 

iry the apprehenfion, he might not foote 

"again enjoy fd fit an opportunity, he faid, 

f* Pardon me, Mr. Sandford, if i 

guefs where you have been, and if rtiy 

curiofitf forced me to inquire for Mifs 

Woodlfey's and Lady Matilda's health ?* 

' He named Mifs Woodley firft, to 

prolong the time before he mentionell 

Madidai for though to name her gave 

him 
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fure accompanied by confufion and t^ 
• '< Tti^ af© bp^. very well," rpi^^i: 
Saodford, '< at lea(^ tb,ey 4id |M^ c(^ 
pl^in lib^y ^i?re fipk," 
. f< Tbfy are npt ii? fpirits, I ftinpofei! 

<* f^o, ^ndee4." Tepfe4 Ssn4fer^ 
ifeaking his he?d^ 

J hpp©^" cried Rjiflibrook, for it w« 
pj^in W fee ^andfqrd's fpjrits were uii 
Mfp^Uy c^ft dQ\yOf 

** Nothing new," f;fturQe4 he, " *^ 
cept %^ infolencc' of ^ young noble 

♦* Wt»t nobl,epi§B?" <f4e4 i^yfli 

*« A Wr Pf IMy ^ifet^a's." re 
ffSed Swidfofdj 
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HuflitirQok was pfctnfied. -^^^ Wba? 
What lover, Mr. Sandford? — explain ?" 

They were no^y ' arrived af the houfe ; 
and Sandford, without making any Fe^ 
ply to this queftion, faid: to the fervai^t 
who took his horfe, /^ Sh^ ha^ come 
a long way this mornir^g; tdke care of 
her/' 

This interruption was torture tQ Rpfli- 
brook, who kept clofc to hi^ fide, in 
drder t6 obtain a fortber cxpIaiva|ion j 
but Sandford without ^ttei^ding to him, 
walked negligently ipto the hall, and 
Wore they advanced many ftepl», they 
were met by Lord Elmwoc^d. 

All further inforniatipn was put ai!i 
end to for the prefent^ 

" How do you do, Sandford ?" faid 
Lord Elmwdod v^ith extreme kindnefs.; 
as if he thanked hia» fi)i^ tfe* journey 

which 
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which he fufpefted that he had been 
taking. ' , ,.' 

" I am indirfcrendy well^ my t-ord/! 
replied he. With a face of deep conceriij 
and a tear in his eye, partly in gratitpcjj^ 
for his patron's civility, and pardyj in 
reproach for his cruelty. .^ ,/,^ 

t • _. ■ > \ ■',' ..■«*. 

It was not now till the evening, tha^ 

Ruftibrook had an opportunitypf reqew: 
ihg the converfation, which had been iQ 
barbaroufly interrupted. 

In the evening, no longer able to fijpr 
port the fufpenfe into which he was 
thrown ; without fear or (hame, he fol- 
lowed Sandford into his chamber at die 
rime oif his retiring, and entreated of 
him, with all the anxiety he fuffered, to 
explain his allufion when he talked of.^ 
lover, and of infolence to Lady Madlda. 

Sandford 



J 
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^ ^,: r> '^ ■ ?*■' ^ ( »^- ' 

"Sandford feeing his etnqticjn, was an- 
[gry with hlmfelf that ke had inadver- 
"^endy mentioned the fufajedfc; and put- 
ting on ah air of furly ipiportaiKiC, de-r 
fired' if lie had any bufinefs "with him, 
tfk he would call in the inoming. 
' Exafperated at fb unexpected a recepr. 
tion, and at the pain of his dilappoiht- 
ment, Rulhbrook replied, " He treated 
mm cruelly, nor would he flir out of his 
r^cJiii^ till he had received a fatisfadory 
^f^ef to his queftion/* 

^* Then bring your bed,** replied 
Sdndford, ^^^ for you muft pais your 
^hble night I^ere/* 

He found it vain to think of obtainini 
^y intelligence by threats, he therefore 
laid in a timid and perfuaCve manner, . 
^ ^^ Did you, Mr. Sandford, hear Lady 
Matilda meption my name ?" 
"-'■ ^ .--l • "Yes.'' 
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ing to be back by dinner) he fet off ihsft 
nighty and arrived at an •inn about a 
inile from ^he farm at break of day. 

The joy he felt when he found himtfelf 
"fo near to the beloved ohjeft of bis jour- 
ney, made him thai^ Sandfofd in hi$ 
iieart, for the unkindnefs which had fent 
him thither. — But new <]ifficuhies arofe, 
how to accomplifh the end for which he 
•came ;— he learnt from the peo{de of the 
dnn, that a Lord with a fine equipa^ 
^ad vifited at the farm, but who he was, 
or for what purpofe* he went, no one 
^ould inform him. 

Dreading to return with lus doubts 
oinfatisfied, and yet afraid of proceeding 
to extremities that might be conftrued 
into prefumption, lie walked difconfo.- 
Jately (almoft diftraOiedly) about the 
fields^ looking repeatedly at his watch, 
' I and 



m^m^mi tIi?.TH«?^^<?M-^ fi?pd ftill. 



■"'f:: Everjr -.ft§|A : h^ : |>afiid, bi-^gbt him 

i^gjrqr CO. tJ^cJ^ui^.oH wlwh hk irpi^gi- 
^tipn )}ras ».|ixpd^; but ^loy, withpat 
%femng every appearance of that re,- 
'^fS^ which Jwrfo poWftrfuJly f<?l*, could 
]be attempt tG[ #riC§r it ? ^r-r ^c &w the ul- 
«jdfG0riii)i^ ^ol^d i^of. t/Q 1^ ^ilty of it, 
i^ye^ walked omill he wis yilhin but-a 
,^lfli^ orchard gf the door. Coujd hp then 
ifetreat ? — be wifl^ed h^ cm;ild ; but he 
/fi^Und that he had proceeded too far to 
kf asy Wnger ma^er of himfelf* — • The 
5lime was urgent; Ii^ oijifl: ekbcr he 
feoWii frmd iretKufe h^r difpk^fy re, or by 
»4i©<}ence dutfjug^a^e ^w^mj^fitr give, up 
;^1 his bc^es perh?ips for cy^, 

' VOL, IV. G With 
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With that fame difregard to confip- 
ijuences, which a<S:uated him wh^n hic 
dared to fupplicate Lord Elmwood in 
his daughter's behalf^ he at length we^ 
-eagerly te the door and rapped. 

A {eryant came — he aiked to -** Speak 
with Mifs Woodley, if (he ivas quite 
alone." 

He was (hown into an apartment, and 
Mifs Woodky^entered to him. 

She darted when (he beheld who it 
was ; hut as he did not fee a frown upon 
her face, he caught hold ^of her hand^ 
and faid i)erfuafive}yj, 

^ Do not be offended with me* — ^If 5 
mean to offend you, may I forfeit my 
life: in atonement.'^ 

Poor Mifs Woodley^ glad in her foli- 

tude to fee any one from Elmwood 

Houfe, forgot his vifit was an oi&nce, 

J till 



A SlAlPLE STORY. 83 

trfl he put liisr ih mind of it*; (he then 
faid with fome referve, 
• ^^' Tell me the purport of yourcom- 
ing, Sir^ and perhaps I may have no rea- 
fon to complain ?** 

** It was to fee Lady Matilda/^ he 
replied, *^ or to heap of her health. — 
It was to offer her my fervices — it was, 
Mifs Woodley, to convince her, if pof- 
fible, of mf eftedn/* 

*^ Had you no other method, Sir?'* 
faid Mifs Woodley, with the Tame re- 
ferve. 

" None;** replied he,- ^^ or wkh joy 
I fhould have embraced it j and if you 
can inform me of any other, tell me I 
befeech you inftantly, and I will imme- 
diately begone, and |)urfue your direc- 



tions/* 



Mifs Woodley hefitated, 

G 2 • c« You 
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^^ You know of no Qthec maus, U^ 
Woodlcy/* he crie4,. 
. ** A*d. ^«t i cani^ot comr;aandi this/' 
£^ (be. 

" Nor do I. — Do not uja^giafi beci^vafe 
yqu ffe, eie here, thac 1 approve my 
con.dudt ; but- reduce^ to (his fiecisfiiyi 
pijty, the mptive& that have ^rged it." 

Mif? Woodley did^ pity, them; but as 
ihe would not own^ that (he did^ (hg 
couj'ct thinli; of nothing elfe to fay, - 

* 

At this inftant a bell nmg from &d 
^mberabov^e, 

, 'f That i? l^wiy Matilda^s bdl/' fmd 
Mifsi Wpodley ; * ^ ftie is coming to take 
^■Sfiocc walk. — Dp yqu wiflb to fee her ?" 
. Tiiougb it wai& ti]^- firft wKh of hi^ . 
heart, he paufed, and faid, ^^ Will- you 
plead my e;:fajfe.?'^ 



As the^ flight of (faifS Was tefttl^cfirti 
ivhich Matilda had to come di6m\i, (tk 
Wal in the room with Mife W(§f6«dley 
and Mr. Rufhbrook^ joft As that fenttnc* 

She had ftept b6y<!>iVd the do^ of tte* 
Apirtmertt, wt^^ pef^eiviiig ^ tifJCor, 
fl^haftily ^ithd^^w. 

Rufhbrook, animAt^d^ tfeJwgh tttm- 
bHng at h^r j^ef^htr, trited^ «^ Lekly 
^fetilda, do Ek)t iiV<siid rilf*> till yotl krioW 
fet I defetve lu^ a f ittliftmettt/' 

She itnttiedi^l^ly fiW Who it WAis, audi 
^tned back With A p»^? prfeki, ftttd 
yet a proJ>tr j[k)Ut€b^ft irt bef ktianfyrr. > 

'' I bdg yottf plrFd^nj Sif^" fi^d llie, 
'^^ I did tiot l^fidvV' ym; I t^M ^f^iid I 
intruded upon Mifs Woodley «lfl * 

'' tm db Mk ihm <iotifld»» fUe di if 

H4^4ttger, Lady Matilda? and that you 

G ^ ^ 
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do not, -requires my wafnieft acknow- 
ledgetnents." 

She fat down, as if cf^trcomc by ill 
fpirits and ill health. 

Mifi Woodley now afked Ru(hbrOok 
to fit — ^for till how (he had not. 

*' No, Madam,'* replied he, wkh 
confufion, ^^ not unlefs Lady Matilda 
gives rae permiffion." 

She fmiled, and pointed to a chair — 
and all the kindnefs which Ruflibrook 
during his whole life had received from 
Lord Elmwood, never infpired half the 
gratitude*, which this one inftance of 
civility from his daughter excited. 

He fat down, with the confeflioa of 
the obligation, upon every feature of 
his face. 

'* I am not well, Mr. Rulhjbrook/' 
faid Matilda, languidly; " and you 

muft 
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imjft excufe any want of etiquette at 
thishoufe/' 

*f While you excufe me^ Madam, 
what can I have to complain of ? '* 

.She [appeared abfent while » he was 
fpeaking, and turning to Mifs Woodley, 
faid, ** Do you think I -had better walk 
to-day?" 

** No, my dear," anfwered Mifs 
Woodley ; " the grc^imd is damp, and 
the air cold.'* 

-. ^^, You are not well, indeed. Lady 
Matilda/' faid Rufhbrook, gazing upon 
her with the moft tender refpedt. 

She (hook, her head ; and the tears, 
without any effort, either to impel or to 
re{lr9.ui them, rah down her face. 
. RuflgHii»QK,;rofe -from his feat, and 
with an accent and manner the mod- ex- 
preffive, rfaid, " We are couiihs, Lady 
Matilda — ^in our infancy we were brought' 

G 4 up 



/ 
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Op togcdier-*w*r were beloved by tfee 
fame mother— foftered by the famefii- 

*♦ Oh !" cried Ihe, interrupting hittiy 
with a tone expreflive rf the bittereft 
anguifh. 

. ** N»y, do not let me add ttJ your 
uneafinefs^ he refumed, ** white I an> 
.attempting to alleviate it. — Inftrud: fne 
what I can do tx^ (how my efteem and 
refpeft, rather than permit me thus un- 
guided^ to ruih upon vvh^ you may con- 
Antf Into iniult and arrogance.'* • 

Mifs Woodfcy went fio Matilda^ took 
her faftild^ then wiped the tears from her 
eyes, while M»iilda recced agaihft: her, 
entirely regardleft of Huihbmok's pre- 
fence. 

. *Mf I hare been in the leaft inftm* 
ra^tal. to dii^ forrow/' ♦—— faid Rulh* 

brook,. 
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brook^ With a lace tki much agitated a^ 
his mind. 

*• No/* faid Mifs Woodfey, in a low 
Ybke^ " you have hot— fhe is oftert fo/' 

*< Yes/' faid Matilda, raifing ht^i^ 
head, ** I am frequently Co weak that I 
cannot rcflft the fmalfcft incitement to 
grief^-^Biit do not make yot^ vifit long, 
Mr. Rulhbrook,^ (he continued, ** for 
I was juft then thinking, that (hould 
Lord Elmwood hear of thife attention 
you have paid me, it might be fatal to 
you-^'-^Here fhe wept again, as bitterly 
as befote. 

^^ There is no probability of his hear- 
ing of it^ Madamj** Ruftibrook replied ; 
*^ or if there was, I am perfuaded that 
he would not refent it ; fbr ^yefterday, 
when I am confident he knew that Mr- 
Sandferd had been to fee you, he receiv- 
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ed him on his return, with unufual marks 
of kindncfs/' 

*' Did he ?'* faid (he — and again (he 
lifted up her head ; her eyes for a mo?- 
ment beaming with hope and joy. 

" There is fomething which we can- 
not yet define,'* faid Ruftibrook, " that 
Lord Elmwood ftruggles with ; but 

when time (hall have eradicated/' 

• Before he could proceed further, Ma- 
tilda was once more funk into defpoo- 
dency, and fcarce attended to wiiat he 
was faying. 

Mifs Woodley obferving this, faid, 
" Mr. Ruflibrook, let it be a token we 
(hall be glad to fee you hereafter, that I 
now ufe the freedom to beg you will put 
an end to your vi(it/* 

" You fend me away. Madam,'* re- 
turned he, *^ with the warmed thanks 
for the reception you have given me; 

and 
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and this kd alTurance of your kindnefs^ 
is beyond any other favour you could 
Ixive beftowed. — Lady Matilda,^' added 
he/ *^ fuffer me to take your hand at 
parting, and let it be a teftimony that 
you acknowledge me for a relation." 

She put out her hand — ^which he knelt 
to receive, but did nor raife it to his 
lips— he held the boon too facred — and 
looking earneftly upon it, as it lay pale 
and wan in his, he breathed one figh 
over it, and withdrew. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Sorrowful and affeaing a« this 
interview had been, Riiflibrook, a« be 
todc home, rcfleftcd: upon k with the 
moft inordinate delif^ ; and b^ be not 
f4*€ii decliite df be*ltb; in the looks ind 
behaviour of Lady MatiWa^ his felicity 
had been unbounded. — Entranced in, 
the happinefs of her fociety, the thought 
of his rival never came once to his 
mind while he was with her ; a want of 
recoUedtion, however, he by no means 
regretted, as her whole appearance con- 
tradicted every fufpicion he could poffi- 
bly entertain, that ftie favoured the ad- 
dreffes of any man living — and had he 

remcm- 
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m 

^^merti^^ered^ he v\?oald not have dated 
to name the fubjeft.. 

The time Kan fo fwiftly whSe be was 
awty, that it \va5 beyond the dinnet 
hour at EJmMfood Houfe, when he re- 
turned. — r-Heatcd, his^drqis, and his 
hair difordered, he entered the dining 
joom juft as the defert was put upon the 
table. — He was confounded at his pwa 
appearance, and at the falfehoods he 
Ihould be obliged t^ fabricate in his ex- 
cufe; there was yet, that which en- 
gaged his attention, beyond any cir- 
cumftance relating to himfelf-^the fea^ 
tures of Lord Htnjwood-— of which his 
daughter's, whom ke had juft beheld^ 
had the moft ftrikingrefemblance ; while 
her*s were foftened by forrow, as his 
3vere made au&cxe by the felf-famc 
caqfe. 

'^ Where 
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^* Where have you be^n ?'* fidd hi? 
uncle, with a frown.- ^^^ 

" A chace, my Lord — ^I beg yoiit 
pardon— but a pack of dogs I unek- 

peftedly met/^ For in tUe hacknicd 

art of lying witliout injury to ^ny 6t!^y 
Ruftibrook, to his Ihamc, was profi- 
cient. 

His excufes were received, and the 
fubjedt ceafed. ^ 



During his abfence that day, Lord 
£lmwo6d had clUed Sandfojtti apkrt, and 
iaid to ;him, that as the malevolence 
^hich he once ^obferved between him 
and Ruftibrbokv had, he perceived, fub- 
fided, he adviftd him, if he was a well* 
wiflier to the young man, to found his 
•heart, and counfel him not to ^d againft 
the will of liis neareft relation and 
friend, *^ I myfelf am too hafty," 
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tQtitinucd' Lord Klmwood^ " . and, un- 
liappily, too much determiaed upon 
^hajt I hate, once , (thoyigh,' perhaps, 
ra(bly) faid^ to fpeak upon a topic where 
It is probable I IhaU meet with oppofi-^ 
tion, — Yoa, Sandford, can reafon with 
moderation. — For after aD that I havedone 
'for my nephew, it would be a pity to 
forfake'him atlaft; and yet, that is but 
too likely, if he provokes me." 

'^ Sh-," replied Sandford, « I wiH 
fpeak to him," • 

*^ Yet,^' added Lord Elmwood, ftem- 
ly, *^ do t>ot urge what you fay for. my 
•fake, but for his — I can part from him 
with eafe — ^but he may then repent, and, 
you know, repentance always comes too 
•late with me." 

*^ My Lord, I will exert all the efForrs 
in my power for his welfare.— But what 

is 
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is the iubjed: on which he has refufod to 
camply whb youc dcfires Yl ^ : . w^i 
" MatrkiK»y-!-have not I «dd pu J7/fe 

" I wi& hiflri t». marry, that. I mtpi 
then conclude the deeds m $er|>e6b>iai 
wy efiate, — And the only child df Sr 
William Winterco);i ^a sidy hetreis) tK»'5 
the wife I rae^nt €p perepefef but/frdfti 
his indifference to ail I have faid on th^f 
oceaf on", I Jui;e va^t yer jnentionj^d her 
name to him ; you may.'* '^ • 

'^ I will, my Lond, and ufc all'inf 
perfuaiion ^oward^ his ohecUencef and 
yon (hail have, at leaft, a faithful ao^^ 
tount! of what be fa) s." 

Sandford the next momiag fought an 

♦opportunity of being alOne with Rw(h- 

brook — he then plainly repeated to hiip 

' ivhat Lord Elm wood had faid^ and faw 

3 - ^ him 
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%im lifben to it ^i^ and heard him;aa^ 
iwer with the moft tranqtiil refolntidii, 
'^^ That he woiild do any tKingtQ pre- 
serve the fiiendfliip and patronage of Ws 
•uncle -!-fcut marry.^ 

^ What can be the reafon ? ** a^e4 
Saadford-r-though he ^ueffrd. 

" A reafon I caan^ give tp Lord 
Elmwood.'' 

" Then do not give it t^ rw, for I 
laave promifed to tell hicn eyery thing 
70U iky to me." 

" And every thing I k^sfm faid?" 
talked Rufhbroot haitiiy; 

^^ As to what you have faid^ % don^t 
inow whether it ha$ made iaiprefl^gn 
•enough on my memory, to mablt m<? ^ 
lepeat it." 

^^ I am glad it has n^t." . > 

^^ And ray anfwei: tp your uiptcte, » 
vouiv^ H ta 



to be finipljri clfist^jronsdsriiJL iao^k Acy 

<< 1 (hould botie,, &(n^i]^^ 
yoQ would ^explBe& k in-bcccer tcircRSv/ L^** 

*^ Tell me ihe tdrms, and i7M(HbAK 
^Icaft. ■■..••';.»'-. T')7 ■ 

Ru(bbrook ftrucfk his ibrdicadw 9i^d 
walked -about tlie room » . , t «» 

^^ Am rl to give faitn-any Kafenjior 
your difobeying'tim ?^ v i 

*^ I tell you again, thaf/I dare!«pt 
name the caofe/' ' '■ ^' 

^^ Then why doyou fuhmit co a pdNycr 
you are aiUamed tatwra J'- 

^ I amfiotiafhaaacdr-flg^ory in.kr- 
Ai^ you* afiianied. {of ^onr efteeox £n' 
Lady Matilda^" -- •».> . .^ 

^f . Oh i if ftie K the canCs of.yoiMj.dy}- 
I3bedyenc«> be affiired i S^bM xtotainMt 
tioQ k^^for I am- forbid 40 laaitoe her^^ 



fear to fpeak plainly to you. — f^lwit 
MAyMiii^A^^ii3/i perka|)^]uoifi:c$iiakit- 
«d wich tove^' tivmaylDe aa^^iiky:*^ »ftd 
if:fci; pity isthejaolbpbifingpiRidft that 
^ver poffeffed a Iwiman heart, and t yiwdil 
Hoe diangeit foT'iall herfadbec'sjcil 

** Pity, then, gives rife to n^cry diflSs* 
^m^4eniatiQns^-^fbr I pity you, ^tud that 
feniatioH I would 'g^dly exchange £[>r 
•approbation.'' : ^ 

** If you really feel conipalBofjfor.iw?^ 
Add J b^ie^e you do, contrive fome 
means by your af^wers to lli^d Elm- 
wood to pacSy kim, wykhmic ; iavjblfing 
4nb.^^Hinc at . my aSedtoni being en- 
gaged, but not to whom.; and.^4<^, that 
I have given ray word, if he u»Ul allow 
jUtt; :a ' (hort tmie, a year or tvfo only^ I 
wilf^. during that pfimd>^rylQ ^ifcng^^e 
zhem^ and uie all my power Co render 

H a myfelf 

S4825ai 
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4 I 

4 ' * 4 

myfelf worthy of the union fpr which he 
defighs me." 

** And this is not only your folfmn 
promife — but your fixed determina- 



tion r 



u 



Nay, why will you fearch my heart 
to the bottom, when the furface ought 
to content you ?** 

" If you cannot refohrc on what you 
,have propofed, why do you aik this time 
of your uncle ? For Ihould he allow it 
you, at the expiration, your difobe- 
dience to his commands wiH.be lefs par- 
donable than it is now/* 

** Within a year, Mn.Sandfordj who 
can tell what ftrange events may not 
occur, to change all our profpeds? 
Even my paffion may dcelitie." 

** In that expeflatictfi, then — the fai- 
lure cf which 5^ou your^f muft anftvcr 

I ^ -for 
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for — I will repeat as much of this .dif- 

"courfe as {halt be proper." ^ 

fj-,:.-', : • 

Mere Rufhbrook communicated his 
liaving been to fee Lady Matilda, for 
which Sandford reproved him, but in 
hCs rigorous terms than he generally ufed 
in his reproofs ; and Ruflibrook, byjhis 
entreaties, now gained the intelligence 
who the nobleman was who had addreft 
Matilda, apd opt what views ; but was 
reftrained to patience, by Sandford's ar- 
guments and threats. , 



Upon the fubjeft of this marria,ge, 
Sandford met his patron, without having 
determined exaftly what to fay, but rett- 
ed on the temper in which the ftiould 
find him. 

H3 ■ ^ 'At 
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' ' At ttie cftffihiseiideQli^itiof tbeccmtffirf 
iktion he faid, ^^ Riittttbo^ibeggfidbifer 
time.** ^'o'-^'-^^ ••■ 'w^'>.aTffoy ** 

"I haVe giVea hifti diWie^MSAtl 
iiot ?'• cried L6rd Elmwqod':r/?;Wrb# 
cat! be the rettRm <^ bisrifius-criftii^ w^ 
me'?'^-'- '-' • ■'•'..'.' .Mj^nV 

Sandford replied, " My Lord, yow^ 
Imeii arc Ercquently romantieimftteir^iio- 
tions^ of ioVe, and think it irrrpo^e 
to have^ a fincert aiibdion^ where their 
own inclinations do noi firft: point duc 
the choice/' - 

" If he is in k^re/* anfwered Lord 
Elmwood, '< let him take the objed,, and 
leave riiy houfe and me ftwr even — Nor 
' uiiderthis deftipy can hchaye any claim 
to pity ; for genuine love will make him 
Jiappy in banilhment, in poverty, oi: in 
ficknefs : it makes the poor man happ}" 
as the rich^ the fool ble^ as the wife**^-^ 

The 



J 
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The fincerity with wliicn !£ofd Elmwottd 

** Your Lordftiip is talking/' rcplip^ 
mSmdcd^^>^ii){r^ lf^&qn.^]Oi/iif mod 

?iflfe^t^'andopi«ctoiftinwf ffJ^f^;, while J 
iHS^ J/pdfiibly . be < fpeakic^-, xxf . , A . mere 
phantom, that has led this young mJ^ri 

> i^f Whatever .it\br,," jre^ymcd' Lord 

-teS»^^jcK)d, "4et; him and.his ftiends 

^igh the cafe vi^S,. aod a3( for the b^ 

*^ His friends, my Lord ? 17— r What 
friends,' or ^at fd^ad il^s. he^j^ppn earth 
but you?** , . , vi ^ 

^ *• Then wliy will h^ not lbbp;^it .to my 
advice i or himfelf givprinp a fub%ntial 
reafon why he cannot ?" 

*^ Becaufe. there ro*y .Jbse fricndfliip 
'' H 4 . . , without 
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i}vith<nit'famUwity-T-and.ibit is between 
him and you." 

^* That cannot be ; for J buve conde- 
fcended to calk to him in the moft fami- 
liar tenns,** 

^^ To condefcend^ my Locd, k n(4 
to be familiar/' 

" Then come, Sir^ liet us be on an 
equal footing through you. — And now 
fpeak out bis thoughts freely, and hear 



mine in return/* 



" Why then, he begs a refpite for a 
yeaf or twa " 

^* Gn what pretence ?'' 
• " To mc, it was preference of a An- 
gle life— but I fufpedt it is — what he 
imagines to be. love— and for fome objeft 
^hom he thii^ks your Lord(htp would 
difapprove." 

*^ He has not; then, aftually confcffed 
this to you ?*' 

« If 
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** If lie has, it was drawn from hiiu 
by fiich means, that I am not warranted 
to 'fay it in diredl words.'^ 

** I have entered into lio Gontraft, no 
agreement on his account with the friends 
of the lady I have pointed out," faid 
Lord Elmwood; " nothing beyond im- 
pUcations have paffed betwixt her family 
and myfelf at prefent ; and if the perfoix 
on whom he has fixed his affections, 
(hould not be in a fituation abfohitely 
contrary to my wifties, I may, perhaps, 
confirm his choice." 

That moment Sandford^s courage 
prompted him tx) name Lady Matilda, 
but his difcretion oppofed — however, in 
the Various changes of his rf^untenance 
from the conflidl, it was plain to difceriv 
that he wifhed to fay more than he dared^ 

On which Lord Elmwood cried, 

" Speak 



iq6 a simple stort. 

I' 

** Speak on, Sandford — wjh^t are yoti — 
afraid of? 

•^Ofjou, myLord/' ^'^''''^^ 

r^^i -;.]:'?• nrffridili To '3h£;i:n w'^n A ** 
,,.Heftarted, ^ ' i 



, 5^hdfQr4^ w^nt pri'^— 



^ y You are right/' he repired^- figmfi* 

.Cant^yv,-h ::. .^ ^ , ... . >• \ 

^".Then how, my l^rd, c^n you en- 
xourage me to fpeak on, y^^hen *tn?ft 
wh^ch J perljaps. would fay, 2^may oncna 

YQqtpbeari . ;. 

*' To what, , and whither are vqU 
changing >our fulyeft ?''' faid Lord Elrii- 
wood,-T" Butj.Sir, if y6u know my re- 
fentful ancl jr^lentlefs temper^ you furely 
know how to ftiun it. 

" Not^ and fpeak plainly.*^ 

^^ Then diflemble." 

"''No, 



dent. 
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A new parade of fubniJfSon.— You 
arc tporc tpq;nenting to me than any one 
i haye about mc — Conffantly on the 
verge of $iilobc^ipg my commsinds, that 



yg^ n^ay. recede, and gain my gbqd will 
by yout forbearance. — fiut know, Mr. 
Sandford, that I will not fuffer this muth 
;er.:r-If you chufe in ev^iry ConveF- 




fatipn we have tQsethcr (though th^ 
remote from fuch. a fubjedt) to think of 
my daughter, you piuff either banifli your 
thouglits, , or conceal theni — nor by one 
(ign, one item, remind me of her.*' 

<< Your daughter did you call her?— 
Can you call yourfelf her father ?** 

** I do. Sir — but I was likewife the 
hufband of her mother. — And, as that 
hulband, I folemnly fwear/ ^ H e was 
proceeding with violence. 

"Oh! 
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" Oh ! my Lord/* cried Sandford, 
interrupting him, with his hands clafped 
in the moft fervent fupplication-^" Oh t 
do not let -me draw upqn her one oath 
more of your eternal difpleafiire — Til 
kneel to beg that you will <irop the feb- 
jeft.'* '. • - 

The inclination he made with his knees 
bent to the ground, ftopped Lord Ehn- 
wood inftaiitly. — But though it broke in 
upon his words, it did not alter one an- 
gry look — his eyes darted, and his lips 
trembled with^ indignation. 

Sandford, in order to alppeafe him,. 
bow^d and ofiered to withdraw, hoping 
to . be recalled. ^- He wiftied in vain — 
Lord Elmwood's eyes followed him ^o 
the door, expreflive of pleafure at his 
abfence. 



CPIAP- 
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CHAPTER VriL 

X HE companions and counfcllors of 
Lord Margrave, who had fo prudendy 
advifed gemfe methods in the purfuit 
of his paffion, while there was left any 
hope of their fuccds ; now, convinced 
.there was none, as ftrenuoufly cotn- 
mended open violence; — and fhehered 
under .the conjQderatipn, that their de- 
predations were to be pra<3ifed upon a 
defencelefs woman, who had not one pro- 
teftor, except an old prieft, the fubjeft 
of their ridicule; — affured likewife from 
the influence of Lord Mulgrave's wealth, 
that all inferior confcqucnces could be 
: overborne, they faw no room for fears on 

any 



cute, vfHat (^fe-&ti^ft[flrp(^^di49divi'r 

performance,' three of his ^ftbfth ' eoiftt, 
panions, aod three fervantsi tminedw 

r 

all the vilkinoos exploits of -their toif- 
tiers, fet off fbr the habltacibri of p(x$r 
Matflda, and arrived there about the 
twilight of the evening. 

Near four hours after that time (juft 
as the family were going tS •bfc<!)"tftcy 
came up to the doors of thi houfe^' a«4' 
rapping vialcfttly, gave the iikmbi^^i 
conjuring all' the inhabitiR»'^W-ih«a* 
dreir way our Jmmediateiy , as &ey ^ad6 
lave their litres.' 



• ' '5 Si.' i 



^Ji 
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The family confifted'of^^Tew-peri 
fons, all of vhtom ran inffitiitly t^ Ae 
tiooirs and opened them ; on wbidi two 

men 



meiD wflte*)^, .^ m^ :^ ,{*» oC 

favibgil44yciW4tfldAft;oifn the jH-ctende^ 
flames, caught her in their arms, and 
<»rricd; jaer off; while .allifcc deceived 
pdQple of the boufe, running eagerly to 
fevetfoemfelvefr, -paid np: regard to her, 
till flotpiking for the cauCc: for which 
tjaey ba4 been terrified, they perceived 
the ^atAgem, and. the ifa^l confer 
qnences. , r-, , v . 

t -^Aimfdil the compmn^^the fpiTpvv, and 
-th?r.affoghii ^ th^ peppl^;^f th? U^i^^ 
Mifs Wocrf|t?y.*«fenfation?;W^nt^ a n«Knc 
^terror ^nd angailhx giye . but a. &int^€« 
fc)pip«on ;9f wjia? (be f^tj^^-rfometbiog 
iike the approach of death ft^le pvec 
her fenfes, and (he fat like one petrified 
w^;h hprfpr.f-pSj^e had i»o |]ou]bt who was 
tliQ perp(?fija»>ru of :*is W|^ 

, ** , i . , , >',,-,»-..? now 



I 
• I 
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?iow was ftie to follow ? how -cffcd t ^ 
rcfcue ? 

The circtimftafKes of tWs evenly as 
ibon as the people had time to caH ^p 
*their recolleftion, vvepe fent to a neigh- 
bouring magiftrate ; but little could be 
"hoped from that. — Who was to fwear te 
the robber? — Who undertake to find 
liim out ! — Mifs Woodley thought of 
Rulhbrook, of Sandford, of Lord Elm- 
wood, but what could Jhe hope from the 
want of power in the two former? — what 
€rom the latter, for the want of will ? — 
^ow ftupified, and now diftracfbed, fhc 
'walked about the houfe inceffandy, beg- 
ging for iuftruftions how to aft, or how 
^o forget her mifery. 

A tenant of Lord 3Jlmwood's.> who 
oiecupied a little farm near to that where 

Lady 
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t 

a^ Matilda lived, and who was well 
acquainted with the whole hiftory of her*s 
^and her mother*s misfortunes, was re- 
T:urning from a neighbouring fair, juft as 
this inhuman plan was put in execution. 
—He heard the cries of a wcxnan .in 
diftrefs, and followed the found, till 
•l>e arrived at a chaife in waiting, and 
faw Matilda placed in it, by the fide of 
two men, who prefented piftols to him, 
as he ofered to approach and expoftu- 
iate. 

The farmer, uncertain who this female 
was, yet went to the houfe Ihe had been 
taken from (as the neareft) with the tale 
'of what he hadieen ; and there, being 
'iwfermed it was Lady Matilda whom 
he had beheld, this intelligence, joined 
to the powerful cflfea her fcrcanis had on 
liittt, made him refolve totake horfe im- 
^nediately, and with fome friends^, foK 

VOL. IV. I low 
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low the carriage tillthcy ftiould trace the 
place to which (he was conveyed. 

The anxiety, the firmnefs difcovered 
in * determining on this undertaking, 
fomewhat alleviated the agony Mife 
Woodley endured, and fhe began to 
hope, timely affiftance might yet be givea 
to her beloved charge. 

The man fet out, meaning at all events 
to attempt her releafe ; but before he had 
proceeded far, the few friends that ac- 
companied him, began to reflect on the 
improbability of their fuccefs, againft a 
nobleman, furrounded by fervants, with 
other attendants likewife, and, perhaps, 
even countenanced by the father of the 
lady, whom they prefumed to take from 
him ;— or if not, while Lord Elmwobd 
beheld the offence with indifference, that 
3 indif- 
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fndifFerence gave it a fanftion, they 
might in vain oppofel — ^Thefe cool re- 
fleftions tending to their (afety, had their 
\veight with the cofnpanidns of the far- 
mer; they all rode back, rejoicing at 
^heir fecond thoughts, and left him to 

purfue his journey and prove his valour 

by himfelf. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

It was not with Sandford, *^ it M 
lately been with RulhbroOk Under tfec 
<iifpleafure of Lord Elmwood-^to the 
latter he behaved, as foon as their diffen- 
tion was paft, as if it had never hap- 
pened — but to Sandford it was otherwifc 
—the refentment which he had reprefled 
at the time of the offence, hirked in his 
heart, and dwelt upon his mind for fe- 
veral days ; during which, he carefblly 
avoided exchanging a word with him, 
and gave evdry other demonftration d 
his anger. 

Sandford, though experienced in the 

cruelty and ingratitude of the world, yet 

1 could 
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couTi^ not without difficulty brook thb 
feveiity, tbis contumely, from a roan; for 
whofe welfare, ever fince his infancy,, 
he had laboured; and whofe happinrfs- 
was more dear to him, in fpite of all his 
faults, than tliat of any other perfon. — 
Ev€n Lady Matilda was not fo dear to 
Sandford as her father — and he loved 
her more that (he was Lord Elmwood^s 
child, than for any other caufe* 

i 

Sometimes the old man, incenfed be-' 
yond bearing* was on the point of fay- 
ing to his patron, " How, in my age, 
dare you thus treat the man, whom iw 
his youth you refpe&ed and revered ?'* 

Sometimes inftead of anger, he felc 
the tear, he was alhamed to own, fteal 
to his eye, and even fall down his cheek. 
— Sometimes he left the room half de- 

1 3 termined 
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tcrmined to leave the houfc— bttt thefe 
were all half determinations; for be 
knew him with whom he had to deal 
much too well, not to know that he might 
be provoked into yet greater anger ; and 
that (hould he once rafhly quit bis houfe^ 
the doors moil probably would be {hut 
againft him for ever. 

In this humiliating ftate (for eveo 
many of the domeftics could not but 
obferve their Lord's difpleafure) Sandford 
pafled three days, and was beginning the 
fourth, when fitting with him and Rufli- 
brook juft after breakfaft, a fervant 
entered, faying, as he opened the door, 
to fomebody who followed, " You 
muft wait till you have my Lord's per- 
miffion/* 

This 
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This attradted their eyes to the door^ 
and a man meanly drefled^ walked in^ 
following clofe to the fervant. 

The latter turned, and. feemed again 
to defire the perfon to retire, but in 
vain; he rulhed forward regardlefs of 
his oppofer, and in great agitation, 
cried, 

" My Lord, if you pleafe, I havebu- . 
finefswith you, provided you will chufe 
to be alone." 

Lord Elmwood, ftruck with the ftrafe- • 
ger's earneftnefe, bade the fervant leave 
the room ; and then faid to him, 

^^ You may fpeak before thefc gen- 
tlemen/' 

The man iriftantly turned pale, and 
trembled— then, to prolong the time be- 
fore he fpoke, went to the door to fee 
if it was (hut — returned — vet ftill trem- 
bling, fe^ined unwilling to fay his errand. 

1 4 «* What 



*^ What have you done/* crkd Lord 
Elmwood., *^ that you are in this terror? 
What have you done, n^n ?'* 

•• Nothing, my Lord/' replied he, 
*^' but I am afraid I am going to offend 
you/' 

. " WeM, no matter ;'* (he anfwered 
carelefsly) " only go on, and let me 
know your bufinefs/^ 

The man's diflrefs increafcd — apd he 
cried in a voice of grief and alright— 
** Your child, my Lord V ^ * 

Rxilhbrook and Sandfopd darted ; and 
looking at Lord Elpiwood, faw him 
turn white as death. — In a tremulous^ 
voice he inftantly cried, 

** What frf Jier ?'' and rofe from bis 
fcat^ 



iElncouraged 



^ 



EhGOursged by tbe; qijeftion, the poor 
man gave way to his feelings^ and an- 
fevered with every fign of forrow, 

^* 1 law her, my Lx^rd, taken away 
bv forc€>-* two ruffians feized and carried 
her away 3, while (he fcreamed in vain ta 
me for help, and tore her hair in diftrac- 
tion/' 

" Man, what do you mean ?** cried 
the Earl. 

" Lord Margrave," replied the ftran* 
ger, " we have no doubt, has filmed 
this plot--'he has for fome time paft befet 
the houfe where fhe lived ; and when his^ 
vifits were refiifed, he threatened this. — 
Befides, one of his fervants attended the 
carriage ; I faw, and knew him." 

Lord Elmwood liflened to the laffc 
part of this account with feeming compo- 
fure — then turning haftily to Ruftibrook,, 
he faid^ 

" Where 
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Where are my piftals^ Barry?" 



€€ 



Sand ford rofe from his feat, and for- 
getting all the anger between them, 
caught hold of the Eatl*^ hafid, and 
cried, *^ Will you then prove yoiirfelfa 
father?" 

Lord Elmwood only anfwered, *^ Yes." 
and left the room. 

Rulhbrook followed, and begged with 
all the earneftnefs he felt, to be permit- 
ted to accompany his uncle. 

While Sandford (hook hands with the 
farmer a thoufarid times ; and he, in his 
turn rejoiced, as if he had already feen 
Lady Matilda reftored to liberty. 



Ruftibrook in vain entreated Lord 
Elmwood ; he laid his comniands upon 
him not to ftir from the caftle ; while thel 



agita- 
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agitation of his owiv mind, was too greats 
to obfcrve the rigour of this fentence 
Upon his nephew. 

During the hafty preparations for his 
departure, Sandford received from Mifs 
Woodley the fad intelligence of what 
had happened ; — but he returned an an- 
fwer to recompence her for all fhc had» 
undergone. 

Widiin a few hours Lord Elmwood 
fetofF, accompanied by his guide the far- 
mer, and other attendants furni(hed with 
all requifites to afcertain the fucccfs of 
their enterprife — while poor Matilda lit- 
tle thought of a deliverer nigh, much 
lefs, that her deliverer (hould prove her 
father. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 

-L^ORD Margrave, black as this iiKi- 
dent of his life muft make him appear 
to the reader, ftill nurfed in his confci- 
ence a referve of fpecious virtue, to keep 
him in peace with himfelf. — It was his 
defign to plead, to argue, to implore, 
nay even to threaten, long before he put 
his threats in force ; — and with this and 
the following reflection, he reconciled — 
as mofl bad men can — what he had done, 
not only to the laws of humanity, but to 
the laws of honour. 

*^ I have ftolen a woman certainly ;'^ 
faid he to himfelf, *^ but I will make 

her 



?ifer liapfrieT thah (he was in that hwmblc 
tftate from which I havt taken h^r.—- 1 
will even," faid he, *^ now that flie is in 
Ttiy power, win her affeftions — and when, 
in fondRefsj, hereafter (he h^ngs npofei 
me, how wttl The thank me for this Httte 
trial, through which I (hall have cron^ 
•dtwfted her to happinefs !" 

Thus did he hitfh his remorfe, while 
Ire waited impatiently at horrie, in expec- 
tation <rf his pri7^e. 

Half expiriiig with her ftfflfeFihgs, df 
body as well as of mind, about twelve 
•o'clock the next night, Matilda arrived; 
and felt her fpirirs revive by the fupe- 
ridr fufFerings that awaited her — fbr her 
•increaf(ing terrors i"onfed her from the 
'death- like we'afcndfs, brouglit on by fa- 
Jtigue** 

Lord 



/ 

i 

126 A SAMPLE 5T0RY. 

Lx)rd Margrave's .houfe, to which he 
had gone previous to this occafion, was 
fituared in the lonely part of a well- 
k^nown fore ft v ^^ more than twenty 
miles diflaftt from London': — tliis was 
an eftate he rarely vifited ; and as he had 
but few fervants here, it was a place 
which he fu^pofed would be lefs the ob- 
ject of fufpicion in the prefent cafe, than 
-any other of his feats. To this, then, 
JLa3y Matilda A^as conveyed — a fupcrb 
apartment allotted her— and on^ of his 
confidcritial -females ' placed to attend 
vpon her, with di trdpfedt, and affuraiices 
of fafetyi . 

-» • ( I ■ ... 

! Matilda^ looked in this womian's face, 
and feeing (he bore the features oif^W 
fer, while her knowledge reached none 
of thofe worthlefs charadters of which 

r 

this perfoh was a fpecimen, ihe imagined' 

that 
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xJtxtt BOtie.of thofc could look as flie did, 
' and therefore found confolation in her 
feeming tendernefs. — She was even pre- 
♦ vailed, upon (by her promifes to fit by 
her fide and watcfi) to throw herfelf on 
the bcdy and fufFer lleep for a few mi- 
nutes — forfleep to hcrwasfuffering; her 
fears giyiug birth to dreams terrifying as 
her waking thpughts. 

l^,pre wearied than refrefhed with her 
ilecp, (he rofe at break of day, and rc^ 
fufing,to admit of the change of an ar- 
ticle in her drcfs, (he perfiflcd to fit iu 
the torn difordered habit in which (he 
had been dragged away ; nor would (he 
tafte . a. morfel, of all the delicacies that 
were prepared for her. 

Her attendant, for fooie- time ob(erved 
the moll reverential awe; but finding 

this 



*this had not the efkdi of ^^iiung .com- 
pliance with her advice, IBS' vanfea her 

-maniTCTS, and began by kfs lubmiflivc 

Mneans to attempt an infiuence. — ^She 

.faid her orders were to be obedient, 
while ftie herfelf was obeyed — at/leaft in 
circamftances fo material as the lady's 

: healdi, of which ^e had the charge as a 
phyiician, and expefted equal compt- 
ance from her patient — food and frefh 
apparel (ht prefctibed as the only means 

^to prevent death; and even threatened 
her invalid with fometbing worf^, a vifit 

.?fram I:x)rd Margrave, if fhe continued 

^^dbftinate. 

Now loathi ng her for the deceptidnfne 

had praftifed, more, than had ihe tt- 

'^reived her thus at firft, Matilda hid her 

'eyes' from the fight bf her.; -afid when 

^ihe yxzs' obliged to lo5dc, ftirlhuddered. 

This 



Tbifi female at If ngtJi thought it her 
^iaty .to wait upon her woithy employer, 
and inform him tiie young lady in her 
truft would certainly die, unlefs there 
were means employed to oblige her to 
iUke fome nourifhment. 

Lord Margrave, glad of an oppor- 
lunity that might apologize for his in*- 
trufion upon Lady Matilda, went with 
cagernefs to her apartment, and throw- 
ing himfelf at her feet, conjured her if 
She would Ikve his life, as well as her 
^wn^ to fubmit to be confoled. 

Tlic extreme difgi^ and horror his 
.prcfence infpired, caufed Matilda for a 
iBoment to forget all her weaknefs, her 
•want of health, her want of power; and 
fifing from the place w^ere Ihe iat, fl^e 
cried, with her voice elevated, 

VOL. jv. K ^^ \j»:^^ 
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fn fpltfe of ill -yoW 'd^i • 111. infttefiy |i 
'expire t^iA 'gt'icf/ if ysii do' Wot J^fe 



t 
me. 
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Acctiftometl to the tears kndreproadics 
of the fcx— though not of ^i*yy like her-i^ 
he treated Vtth contempt thofe menaces 
jof ang(3r, and feizing her hand, carried 
it 'to his lips; 

' ' -4 

Enraged, and overwhelmed with fort 
jow at the affront, (he cried, (forgetting 
every othfer friend ftie had,) " Oh! my 
dear MiTs Wdodley, why are you not 
here to take my part ?'* 

" Nay,*' retdrned Lord Margrave, 
ftifling a fit of laughter, " I fliould think 
the old prieft, would be as good a cham- 
pion as the lady." y 

-.111.:*, • I 



.,,,'Th? qp^mory pf.S^ndfpjol^vitith ^11 his 
^iiHlnefe,;npw t;u(hed fo forpilj^y on Ma?- 
'tildaf's mind^ that (he flied a Ihowcr of 
tears, on thinking how much he fehj and 
would continue to feel, for her fituation. 
-rrOnce (he thought on Rulhbrook ioa, 
^and thought even he would be vext for 
^bef , — Of her father fhc did> not tbink-r- 
fbe dared. not — one fingle time that 
thought intruded, but (he hurried it 
away-r— it was too bitter. 



-. h was now quite night again; and 
near to that hour when (he. came (irft to 
the houfe. — Lord Margrave, though at 
'(bme diftance from her, remained ftill 
-in her apartment, while her female com- 
panion had ftolen away. — His infenfi- 
bility to her lamentations — the agitqted 
looks he fometimes caft upon her — her 

K z weak 
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to fill licr ftikid' with *oliFor. ' - ■ '^'^ 



-> •. -> 



tic faw iicra/pprchettfionsiiifier^ 
drafted face, Aiihovthd ha^Vj an^ the 
^tff'hole of ^ikjr foplorn ^ppeifance -*^ :^ > 
^lotwitb&kiiiding 'bis former :F€roktions, 
-he could nor f efift tile d^re 6f f«ifilfiti| 
laill'her dreadfiil expecfl^tions. 

He once a^in approaclied *b€f, antf 
again was going to feize her hand; when 
che report of a piftol, and a confufion d 
perfdns affembling towards the apait^ 

^nent .prosrwented him.^ 

... - * ■ 

tfc ftaisied — bk\t loofced more furprtfcd 
l33^n alaamed -*- her alarm was aug- 
mented; f©r ihe fuppofed this tumdt 
was fome ^tpcritnent to intimidate her 
4nta-fobnaiffiG»^-«-:She wi^ung her hands, 

and 



f 



ff;^-^^ pp Ui^Pfej^^^-IQibcaKea^ in tke* 
kft agony of d^gfiirj .wheoi.Qneof Lord 
Mai«grave's fervants entered haftily and 

.'Mx^Fd-^lm^ood-- . . , ^ 
. That moment her father entered— -^nd 
with ail the .unrdlrained fondoefs of a 
gai?enti f(4ded. her in his, arms." » 

• # • 

Her extreme, her excefs of joy on 
6ich a meetings and frooi iucb angtifh 
rcC^aed, ,w^, jjj partr reppefled -by 1:^ 
j^fial prefeace. -^ The apprdicsfions t<^ 
w^ich- fti^ li^ been accuftomed, kepq 
her timid and doubtful -*?-ihe feared ta 
fpeak, or clafp him in return for his em- 
brace, but falling on her knecH, clung 
round his legs/ and bathed hia fcet with 

her tears, Thefe wete the happidl 

mooients that (he had ever keownr-^ptir- 
haps too, thehappieft ke had i^irar kinown.' 

' K3 Lord 
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Lord Margrave, on whom Lord Elm- 
wood had not even caft a look, now 
ieft: the room ; but as ' he quitted it, 
called out, 

' *^ My Lord ElmwoocJ, if you \i^ 
any demands on me," — r- 



j! 



Tbcf Earl interrupted him,-^" Wpuld 
you make me an executioner ? The law 
(hall be your only antagonift,'* ^ - . ^ 

Matilda, quite exhausted, yet upheld 
by the fudden tranfport (he had felt, 
was led by her father out of this wretched 
dwelling-^more defpicable than the cot- 
tage built with clay. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


.' w 



« t 



Overcome with the w&nt'of reft 

for two nights from her cmel fears, arid 
all thofe fears now huflied; Matilda foon 
after (he was placed in the carriage with 
Lord Elmwood, dropped faft afleep, 
and thus infenfibly furprifed, leaned her 
head againft her father in the fweeteft 
llumber that imagination can conceive.^ 

When flie awoke, inftead of the ufual 
melancholy fcene before her view, flic 
heard the voice of the once dreaded Lord 
Elmwood tenderly faying, 

<« We will go no further to-night, 
the fatigue is too much for her ; — ^. order 

K 4 beds 
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beds jicf^ dire^]^ antdibth^ pfof)ef ptr- 
fon to fit up and attend Jjttro'! / 

Sie-<i(wild only! ttMnrta 'Mm ivith a 
look of love and duty; her lips coM 
tiot utter a fcatcnce. 

In the morning ihe fo\and her father 
by the fide of her bed^^ — He inquired 
*^ If (he was in heakh fufEcteat to pur* 
fue her journey, or if fhe v^iuld remaia 
where flie was?*' 

** lam.able to go with you/* Ihe an- 
f^ered inftantly.^* 

" Nay/' replied he, ^^ perhaps you 
ought to flay here till you are better ?*' 

," I am better/* faid (he, ^' and ready 

tJO go with you/* Half afraid that he 

meant to fend her from him. 

He perceived her fears, and replied, 
" Nay, if you ftay, fo (hall I-^-and 

when 



me to my houlH.'* -' --^ :^ ^^ " " ^^ 

^i^erfy^ i ■ \' '^ ^ ■' '^ '■'' '■ '•>- 
*' Nay to my houfemt5d>^A, \i*ic*el 
intend to be all th« winter, attd wh^e 
-n»e fliadi liT)^ together.'^ ^ 

:v She turnp^d her fece on tljef)Sldlv^ 
coficeai her tears c^ joy, bi^ her fobs 
reveafed them^ - 

" Come/* faid he, /^ this kifs is u 
token you have nothing to fear/'— And 
he kiifed her aflfedionately . -*— ** I Ihall 
fend for Mife Woodley f^KD immediately/^ 
continued he- 

. " Oh! I fl^all be overjoyed to fee 
hcr,> my Lord — and to fee Mr. Sand- 
ford — and eveniMp* RijftbiHabl^'^ 

'^ Do'ysu kno^^ hirfi ?^' 'f^ Lord 
Kaiwoodi^ 1 ^ «; 

- I '^ Yes," 
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him two or three tin:?es-." , , , | j „, 



•/ r,r- < iii 



Tl^e Earl hoping the ,air.,ipiglM: be a 
means of r^sveftabliChing her fljrejjLg^ an() 
fpirits, now left the room and ocdered 
his carriage; while ftie arofe, attended 
ty onf^ pf > his femalp ferv^aqs^ for whom 
h^ .bad, fenjt ^to to^vn, to hring fiich 
ehanges of apparel as were j^equi^e* 

When JM^tilda was i-eady, to join her 
father in the.ne:!ct room, ihe felt a tre- 
mor feize her^j that rriade it almoft im- 
poflible to appear before him.— No other 
circumftance /i}Ow impending to agitate 
her heart, (he felj; mpre forcibly its em- 
barraffment at meeting on terms of eafy 
intercourfe, him, of whom (he had been 
' V , . . i ufed 
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ufed to tHiini, ' but viri* tliat diflant reve- 
rence and fear, v^hiifh Kii'feverity' had 
excited; and (he knew not how (he 
fliould daVe'.'to fpe^k' td) or look on 
iyittiy widi that'lrecdorli her affedion tirair'. 
ranted. " ■ 



•' 'After feyeral efforts to conquer theft 
nice and Tefined fenfation^, but to ho 
purpofe, fh& went at laftito his apart- 
tnent. — He was reading ; but as (he 
entered, he put out his hand and drew 
her to him. — Her tcar^^t^liolly over- 
came her.— ^He could hate intermingled 
his — bat aflfeming a grave 'dbuhtertantef, 
he coniniarided her to dcifift from ex- 
haufting her fpirits; and, after a -few 
powerful ftruggte with - fcerfdf, (he 
obeyed. 

' Before the morning was over, flie ex- 
perienced 
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pcncnced the extreme joy of fittina h 
htf fatncrs fide aip th^f.dimfi to mm. 



arid of receiving dVinfig^h^ fr^^rfe lb 
ribny' a thbtrfarid proofs of liis loyd, ^»si 
tokens- of her lafting. happinefe. 

It was now the middle of Npvember; 
and yet, as Matilda pafled along, never 
to her, did the fun rife upon ar morn- 
ing fuch as this -^ never did her ima* 
gination comprehend, that the human 
heart could feel happincfs true and ge- 
nuine as hers. 

On arriving at the houfe, there was 
no abatement of her felicity. — All was 
refpeft and duty on the part of the do* 
meftics — all paternal care on the part 
of Lord .Elmwood ; — and (lie feemed 
to be at that fummit of her wilhes which 

annihilates 



annihilates nope; but that, the profpaS^ 
of feeing Mifs Woodley and Mn Sand- 
ford, ftin kept tljis -pjegfyjg pafEon iu 

'. ' < * > • 

exiftence. 
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USHBROOK was detained at.Elot 
wood Houfe during all diis time, more 
from the perfikafions, nay ; pray eilfei. of 
Sandfbrd, than the commands of -Lord 
Elmurood^ He hady but for Sandford, 
followed fak uncle and ^Kpofed bknfdi 
to bis angd*, fooner than have endiired 
the moft piercing inquietude,, whictthe 
was doomed to fuffer, ttUthe new* a^ 
rived of Lady Matilda^s fafety.-^-He in- 
deed had little elfe to fear from the 
known, firmy courageous charafter of 
her father, and the expedition with which 
he \mdert6ok his journey ; but lovcr'^ 
tears 'are like thde of women, and nt) 

argument 



argument could perfuade either him or 
Mifs Woodley (who had now ventured 
to come to Elm^yood. Houfe) but that 
Matilda^s peace of mind might be for 
ever deftroyed, before flie was fet at li- 
berty. 

• 

The fummons from Lord Elmwood 
for their coming to town, was received 
by ea:ch of this party with delight; biit 
tlie impatience to obey ity ^as in Rufli^ 
brook* fo violent, it was painful to him*- 
felf, and extremely troublefome to San4* 
ford; who wifhed, fromliis regard to 
Lady Matilda, rather tb delay,* than hurp 
ry their journey. . i 

*^ You are to blame," i^id he to him 
and Mifs Woodley, " to wifh by your 
arrival, to divide with Lord Elmwood 
that tender bond-, whi^Dh -tics the' good 
who confer obfigations, to the objeft of 
2 their 



'• f « 
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theif bene^dferKje- — At l^fifftST '^rji^ii 
fio ofie Willi hiift to &aic m the ifcitti'ill 
jK-dtedion of his iiauf^0r, ^i*l fefc^ls 

4qty IwofeJi; jcfeis hd^it tm^y ^c(^^($ 

powerful, that he cannot tlirow it qfi^ 
even if his former refolutions -urgehim 
to it. — While we re^iaia here, 4:berrfore, 
jLAdy Matilda is xjuitc if^ ; bur it Wjorild 
jiot tarprffe me^ ;if on our arrival id^ 
-cially if we are pxecipit^t) 'her fether 
ihould place her agai^i wkfe' Mife Wood- 
Jey at a diftance."*^ 

To this forcible conjefture, tbey fob- 
mittqd for a few d^ys, aa4 riayeii a>^ 
gladly fet out for town. 

On their arrival, jthey were m.^ crKoa 

^ the door of th^ ftreet, by iady Md^ 

ftilda; and with an ej?pscffion xrf joy, 

they did joot fuppefc jj^r i"e«a«» coiiW 

liave 
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liavc worn.— -She embraced I^ift Wood- 
ley,! hur^ UpfjP %t\dfoi^d l^^ndXQ Ivjr#^ 
^^jjt^Wbpook, AvJjo. froi^ coafcious love, 
only bowed ,at ^aJi humble diftance, (he . 
^Id put her hiind with every look and 

^ftjiire oiF the . tendereft eftecm. 

* • 

- ■ ■ -■ . ■ . ■ • ' L ' " ■ - ! ' :■ 

.When Lord Elmwood joined them,' 
ha welcomed .them all fincerely ; but 
^andford. the moft, with whom .he had 
5.ot fpoken for maay days before h^ left 
tjiacountry, for his allufion to the wretch- 
9i fituation of.his daughter— : And Sand- 
ford (with his fellow travellers) now faw 
him treat this daughter with an eafy, a 
natural fondnefs, as if fhe had lived >yith 
him from her infancy. — He appeared, 
however, at times, under the apprehen- 
fion, that the propenfity of man to jea- 
fcufy, might give Ruflbbrook^ a pang at 
this dangerous 4yal ^in his love and for- 
voL. IV. L tunc 
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tune — for though Lord Elmwood r^ 
membered well the hazard he had once 
ventured to befriend Matilda, yet the pap- 
fent unlimited reconciliation was fome^ 
thing fo unlocked for, it might be a w4 
too much for his gencrofity, to itn\m 
wholly difinterefted on the event,— 51igjt^ 
as was this fufpicion, it did Rufhbroofc 
injuftice. — He loved Lady Matilda too 
Cncerely, he loved her fether^s happi- 
xiefs, ai^d her mother's memory too faith- 
fully, not to be rejoiced at all he wit- 
neffed; nor could the fecret hope that 
whifpered him, ** Their bleffings might 
one day. be mutual/' increafe the plea- 
fure he found, in beholding Matilda 
happy. 



Unexpefted affairs in which Lord 

Elmwood had been for fome time en- 

3 g'lged, 
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'^cd, diverted Ills attention for a while 
fioih the nlarriage of his nephev^r; hor 
^d> he at this time find his difpofition 
fiSfficiently fevere, to exaft from the 
young man a compliance with his wifties, 
4t fo cruel an alternative^ as that of being 
for ever difcarded. — He felt Kis mind-, 
by the late incident, too much foftened 
for fuch harihnefs ; he yet wiihed for the 
alliance be had propofed; for he wa* 
more confident in his charafter than to 
fufFer the tendernefs his daughter'is peril 
had awakened, to derange thofe plans 
which he had fo long projefted* Never 
for a moment did he indulge — for per^ 
haps it would have been an indulgence*^ 
the idea of replacing her exadiy in the 
rights of her birth, to the difappointment 
of all his nephew's expcdations. 

i Li . Milder 
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' Milder ndWUn^-hia^-tgrri^er than he 
had been for , years before^ and kriQVfjng 
he could be no longer irritated 



the fubjeA of his daughter, he once 
more rcfolved to truft himfelf in a icon- 
ference with Ruftibrook, on th^-Jubjeft 
0f marriage; meaning at thp f^i^e4tpp 
to -mention Matjilda as an opponent frq^^ji 
whom he had nothing jo fear. ^ But for 
fbme time before Ruftibrook vv^s call?p 
p this private audienpf ,, he- h^drby his 
uti wearied attention, endeavoured to iaif 
prefs upon Matilda's nijii^^ the fofceft 
fentiments in his favour. — He fiaccceded 
. — but not a« he wi(l>ed,-T-Sihe loved hini 
as her friend, her coufin, her fqftqr bro- 
ther, but not as 4 Ipver. — ^Tha ide^,Q:f 
love never ooce^ came to her jhoughj:| j 
and (lie would Ipoit with Ruftil^oJi^ 
like the moft harm.lefs child, while, he, 
all Jmpaf^ned, .coiild wich difSculty 
■/ ■ ' : ' '" ' ■"'■" '" refill 



I '. tJ i c 
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Tenit telling. her, what ine, ipg^e lutn 
luner, ; , ^ 

At the meeting bet\Yeen him am 



i .1 > _..■.. • ■ . .i ^^"i 



LVd ElrnvvQod, to which he was called, . 
for'hiis final anfsver ori ttiat^ futgeft which 
liad once neidrly proved lb, fatal to him ; 
^ftef a thouiand fears, mu^h confufion 
ind'^^mbarraiuiient, he at kngth frankly 
COnfefledf his '*' Heart was engaged, and 
hiid been fo, long Sefbr^.liis' uncle of- 
fered to airco: his choice.^ 

Lord Elmwood defired to know *^ On 
whoili he had placed his affeAions." 

" I dare not tell you, my Lord,'' — 
returned he, infinitely confuted; *^ but 
Mr. Sandford can witnefs their fincerity, 
ahd how long they have been fixed-" 

'' Fiked!'' cried the Earl. 

^' ImmoVeably fixed, fny Lord ; anci 
yet the objeft is as unconfcious of it to 

L 3 "^^ 
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this moment as you yourfelf have been ; 
and I fwear ever fhall be fo, without your 
permiffion/* 

'^^ Name the object:/' faid Lord Elm- 
wood, anxioufly, 

" My Lord, I dare not — the laft time 
I named her to you, you threatened to 
abandon me for my arrogance.** 

Lord Elmwood ftarted. '^ My 

daughter ! — Would you marry her ?** 

" But with your approbation, my 
Lord ; and that — -r-" 

Before he CQuld proceed a word fur- 
ther, his uncle left the room haftily— 
and left Rufhbrook all terror for his ap- 
pjroaching fate. 

Lord ^Iniwood went immediately into 
the apartment where Sandford, Mifs 
Wopdley, and Matilda, were fitting, and 

cried 






I 
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cri?d with an angry voice and >yith his 
CQuntenai>ce difprdercd, 

'^ Ruflibrook has offended me bej^ond 
forgivenefs. — Go, Sandford, to the li- 
brary, where he is, and tell him this in- 
ftant to quit my hpufe, and never dare to 
return." 

Mifs Woodley lifted up her hands and 
figbed. 

Sandford rofe (lowly from his feat to 
execute his office. 

While Lady Mjitilda, who was ar- 
ranging her mufic books upon the in- 
llrument, flopped from her employ- 
ment fuddenly, with her face bathed in 
tears. 

A general filence enfued, till Lor4 
Elmwood, refuming his angry tone, 
cried, " Did you hear mci Mr* Sand* 
ford?" 

L A' SaAd* 
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piy, made fer the door-— bot ,tbercr Mas- 
tilda impetkd him, and thmvpipg iier 
arms aboat Iqs neckr cakdir - 

•^ Dear Mr; Sandford, <Jcr hot-'*^ • ^-^ 

** HowP' exCkknedber^dilier. 

She ftw^ the impen(&ig).&owa^^and 
Tufhing towards hirn, tcH^khisbsinrd fear- 
fully, and khek at his^ feet. -n-'^MrvRufh- 
brook IS my tdadoa/'.&e.erfifid in a 
pathetic voice^ *f my compmion, my 
friend -i« befcrft you tovcd mc he was 
anxious for. my happmcfs, and often vi- 
fited me. to; lament wirh, andconfote me* 
— I cannot fee him turned out of your 
houfe without feeling for bim> what he 
once fcK for me." • 

Lord Elm vv^)od turned afide to con-* 
'teal his fen&tidns-^^tb^n mifuig.her firxn 
the floor, he jfaid, ^^ Do, you.: kaow 
what hehasaflccdcf mei". . : .. 

" No;' 



I 

j^fcBsade, ;i3wi4^ vkJfc the -Jiiasfeft; inni*- 
cencsrpwitfld tendiei»-jfe(te;r^f<rbut what- 
ever it is, my,l-x)rd, though you do noir 
grant It, yet ^pardon' hint foir Uikirfjg.'^ ^ 

" Pecha5)s:7jt« wDuld gr^rit hill Ixrhat 
Jie h^sTOqueftiBd?'- faki htr fsiifieri 
i^* ;Rfoft»w51fesgly-*--\ra^ it TOi^^ gift-'" 
'^^.ItM,'' Tejj4ied he, ^^*iGo?tiOr:himim 
^he libmiy, aiid hear whit hr ha$ tofayi 
*-H.for on. yicpar will bis fate ftiail depend/' 
^ Like hghining ihe flejfr but !©f the 
toom ; ; wJiile . ema |he ^y^ Saodford 
fmikd^at the idea of theiir meeting; 



Rufhbrook, with his fears all verified 
by the manner in which ^ his tmcle had 
left him, fat with his head reclined againft 
a bookcafe, and every limb extended witii 
the defpair that had fiazed him* 
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Matildii.nimbly opened the dborraad 
cried, " Mr. Rulhbrook,^ I airv-cpn^e jtQ 
comfort you." 

*^ That you have always doae.":faid 
he, rifing in lapture to receive her, even 
in the midft of all his fadnefs. 

" What is }t you want ?" feid ftije. 
•' What have you aiked of my father 
that he has denied you ?" 

** I have afked for that>" replied he, 
*^ which is dearer to me than my hfe." 

" Be fatisfied then," returned fhe, 
" for you fliall have it." 

** Dear Mat Ida | it is not in your 
power to beftow." 

^' But he has told me it Jhall be in 
t»y power; and has defired me to give, 
or to refufe it .you, at my own plea- 
Ibre." * : 

^^ O Heavens !" cried Ruftibrook. ia 
tranfport,'^* Has he ?" 

^' He 



A SIMPLE STORY. I55 

** He has indeed — before Mr. Sand- 
ford and Mifs Woodley. — Now tell mc 
what your petition is ?*' 

** I a&ed him," cried Rufhbrook^ 
trembling, '* for a wife." 

Her hand that had juft then taken 
hold of his, in the warmth of her with 
to ferve him, now dropped down as with 
the ftroke of death — ^lier face loft its co^ 
lour — and (he leaned againft the deflc 
by which they were ftanding, without 
uttering a word. 

" What means this change ?" faid he; 
" Do you not wifti me happy ?'* 

** Yes." (he exclaimed : " Heaven is 
my witnefs. — But it gives me concern to 
think we muft part." ' 

** Then let us be joined," cried he, 
falling at her feet, " till death alone can 
part us." 

'All 



r.i^ ^ 



. : All the' fchflbiJi^^4qflic'Pifrf^ — Ht> 
pridei .widi K«4iicti'(be''v?iste%«pfy {Jttf* 
fcfied, teturn^a tohet ^'&iV>^om8afi^ 
She darted and crietf/-*'' G(»ia'>^M^ 
Elmwood know for what he fent me ?" 
' .^'tHcdid/''fepHed^?Rfti(hbP^l^^^^ I 
boldly t»ld him of' rhf preftlfnjytUyfes 
low ,^ -and ht ' has giv(^» ' %»'' yfeif' ^Mdne, 
the power over my happiftefi-ei^triifiti*}% 
— Oh! do floe doom toe^oWe<3atter/' 

Whether the heart of Matilda, fuch 
as it has been defcribed, rouU feiitence 
him to mifer}', the reader is left to fur- 
mife — and if he fuppofcs that it could 
not, he has every reafon to fuppofe that 
their wedded life, w^s' — a life of happi- 
nefs. 

He has beheld the pernicious eflfcdls 
of an ifftpraper education in the deftiny 

X which 



I 
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wTiich attended the unthinking Mifs Mil- 
i^er^^OQ/f^eMOppofit^vfideji v^h^%, may 
3V>t b?, I hftpgd > fv^mi th^ . fchoql of pru* 
dence 7^ t^oijigU of adyerfit;y — in wladi 
Matildjaw^i^bredf t ; ^ 



' '.' ) ' '''. 



Aad Mr. "Miiner, Matijcjia*^ grand- 
father, ha<l better have given his ^r////^^ 
to ^dlft^nt branch of his famMy-r-tas Ma* 
tild^'3, father oi>ae meant to do r^ (a that 
he ha4 giyea ,to his daughcer / . — 

A PROPER EDUCATION. 
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ooks Pr i nted for G. G. j. and J* Rob i nso n, 

Paternofter Rovy, 

I'LL TELL YOU WHAT, 
A comedy in five acSs, is 6d. 

SUCH THINGS ARE, 
A play in fiye a£ls> is 6d. 

THE CHILD OF NATURE, 

» 

One Shilling. 

PPEARANCE IS AGAiNST THEM, 

One Shilling. 

THE WIDOV,'S "VOW, 
One Shilling, 

THE MARRIED MAN, 
A comedy, is 6d. 

THE MIDNIGHT HOUR, 
A comedy, is* 

All written by Mrs. Inchbald. 



loots l^ritited,fot:Rpliilfans. 

Memoirs of Maria, a Perfian $laYe,n a yols^ 
6s fewed 

The Negro Equalled by few £uropew,.^3 
yoIs» 98 fewed 

Letters on the Manners of the French, and 
on the Follies and Extravagancies of the 
Tiroes^ written by an Indian at Paris, 2 
vohy 6s fewed 

The Adventures of John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancafteri by James White, Efq. 3 
vok, 9s fewed 

Hertfort and Clara, from the German, 3 
vols, 9$ fewed 

The Fair Hibernian, 2 vols, ISs fewed 

Fatal Follies, or, the Hiftory of the Coun- 
tefsof Stanmore,<4yols, 12s fewed. ^ 

Honoria Somerville, 4 vols, las fewed 

Eleonora, from the Sorrows of Werter ; in 
a ferics of Letters, 2 vols, 5siewed 

Thornborougb (William) or, the Benevolent 
Quixote, 4 vols, 12s fewed 

Tales 
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'Tales of the Caftlcj dr, Storfes 6( Inftroc- 
tion and Delightj being Les \%ittees da 
Chateiia.- Writtep in Fre«igt| by M^dj^t 
la Comtefle de Genlis, 4-1*^9^ of tlic 
Thjeatr-e df-EdiicaUp.n, A)lel^ and Theo- 
?3ofe, &c»:&^» Tranflated into Englifli by 
Thoiiiaj Ho^cToft^ fecond edit., ^ 5 vols, 
lamo, 15s fewed 






Albina, Countefs Raimond, a tragedy, is 6i 
TheBelle'gi Stratagem, a comedy, is 6d 
A Bold Stroke for a Hufband, . is (h\ 
The Fate of Sparta, a tragedy, is W 
More Ways thap One, a cc)jj:aed)r>. is 64. 
The Runaway, a cowijbed/* >*^^ ^ > 
A School for Greybeards, a co^^edy, is 6d 
Who's th^ Dtipe,' a farce:^ i s • 
Which is the Man, a comedy, Is 61I 

All wri^e.R by Mrs. Cowi^y. 
VOL. IV. M The 
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"The Choleric Fathers; 'a ^Blflte'ASJifet^ ' tHu 

rr f', . 

Duplicity, a comedy, is 6d 

The Follies of a Day, a comedy, from .the 

French of Mr. de Beaumarchais, is 6d 

.■ » 

The Noble Peafant, a copic 9pera, is 6d 
!Sedu£lion, acomedy^ is.6d. , ,, . 

AH written 'by Mr. Hdldroff. 
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3ruce*s (James, Efq. of Kinnaird) Travels 
to difcover the Source of the l^ile, in 
the Years 1768, 1769, *i770> ^77^x^11^ 

• ' * - * • ♦ 

ahd 1773, embellifhed with 3 large maps, 
and 59 other capital ^ngrav^ngs by Heath. 
Containing 

The Author's Journey and Voyage from 
Sidon, till his Arrival at MafTuah. 

An Account of the firft Ages of the Indian 
-and African Tradc-^-The fif ft Peoplfftg of 
Abyffiniaand Atbara; andfome Gbrijec- 

'•'Wires 
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^; t^nes i:opp^f?>j,qg the Qrigip of Language 
there. 

The Annals of AbyiTuiia, tranflatedfrqin 
the originaK 

The. Author's Journey from Mafluah to 
Gondar — Tranfadlions there — Manners, 
and Cuftoms of the AbyfSnians/ 

Difcovery of the Source of the Nile;, with a 

full isocount of every Thing relating to 

that celebrated River; and the Author's 

Return through, Nubia^ and the Great 

*Defert. 

Seledl Specimens of Natural Hiftory, col- 
lefted in the above Travels, confifting of 
43 beautiful engravings, with their De- 
fcriptions, &c. &c. &c, 

a* 

5 vols, 4to, 5I 5s, boards 



Beajp^ties^f tfi{e Englifli Drama, drgefted al- 

. phabf ticajlly, according to the Date of 

their Performances; confifting ,of tlie 
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fiioft celebrated Paflages^ SoKloquies^, -Si* 
milies, Defcriptions, and other Poeti(^at 
Beauties. With a copious Index to the 
Subjefts, and a Lift of the Plays made 
ufe of in the Work, 4 vols, liiiio, 12s , 

Chenier's Prefent State of the Empire of 
Morocco, its Animals, Produfls, Cli- 
mate, Soil, Cities, Ports, Provinces, Coins, 
Weights, and Meafbres ; with the Lan- 
guage, Religion, Laws, Manners, Cuf- 
toms, and Charadler af the Moors; the 
Hiftory of the Dynafties fince Edris, the 
Naval Force and Compaerce of Morocco,, 
and the Charaifleri .Condfcidt, and Views, 
Political and Commercial, of the reigning 
Emperor, tranflated from the French, 2 

vols, 8vO, 12S 

Craven's (Lady) Journey through tfi* Crimea 
to Conftantinople, in a Series of Letters 
from her Ladyfhip to his Serene Highnefs 
the MargraVe of Brandenbourg, Anfpach, 
and Bareith, writteh in thfe- year 1786;, 

" " embcl- 
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emhelliflifed^witTi aniap, and feveral fmcf 
ergravings*, 4to, boards, i8s 

Clariffa Harlowe, (Hiflory of) by Mr. Ri- 
chardfon, new editiorij SVols, i2roo, il Bs- 

Caroline de Lichtfield, par Madame de * *\. 
Public par le Tradufheur de Werther, jid 
edition, 2 torn, lamoy 6s 

Gontes Moraux, par M* Marniontel^ de 
r Academic Fran^oife, 3 torn; lamo, ^s^ 
fewed. 

The Curfe of Sentimentj Or novel, 2 vols^ 
i-2mo, 6s 

The Death of Abel, ra 5 books, attempted* 
from the German of Mr. Gefner ; embel- 
lished with an elegant engraving to eaclt 
book^ I2m6, 2s 

The Difmterefted Nabob, a novel, interfperfed- 
with genuine Defcrlptiods of India^ it&i 
Manners and Cuftoms^ ad edition, 3 vols^. 
lamo, 9s, fewed 

The Denouement, or Hiftiory of LadjtLbuiCfc 
Wingrove, i2mo, 3^. . ^' 
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Ellis's Authentic Narrative of a Voyage pe^ 

' formed by Captain Cook and Captaia 

Cierke in his Majefty's Ships Refolution 

and Difcovery, during the Years 1776, 

1777, 1778, 1779, and 1780, in fearch of 

V a North'Weft raflage between the Conti- 
nents of Afia and America. Including, 
an Account of all their Difcoveries, and 
the unfortunate Death of Captain Cook. 
Illuftrated with a chart, fliewing tiie 
Tracks and Difcoveries in the Pacific 
Ocean, and a variety of other copper? 
plates, 2 vols, 8vo, 12s, boards 

Errors of Innocence j a novel, 5 vols, i2mo^. 
15s, fewei 

Exceffive Senfibility, or the Hiftory of Lady 
St. Laurence, a novel, 2 vols, 1 2mo, 5s, 
fewed. - ' 

Eliza Beaumont and Harriet Olborne, or 
the Child of Doubt, written by 'Indiana 
Brooks, 2 vols, i2mo, 6s, fewed 

An ExcurGon to Brighthelmftone, made in 
the Year 1789, by Henry Wigftead and 



Tatemdfter Row. 

Thomas Rowlandfon, Dedicated, by per* 
niiflion, to his Royal Highnefs the Prin9e 
of Wales, €mbelliflied with eight engrav- 
ings in aqua tinta, from Views taken on 
the Road, folio, il is, boards 

Elegant Extra<5ts, or ufeful and entertaining 
Paffages in Profe, feledled for the Im- 
provement of Scholars at Claffical and 
other Schools, in the Art of Speaking, 
Reading, Thinking, Corapofing, and in the 
Conduft of Life^ royal 8vo 

Elegant Extrafts, or ufeful and entertair>ing 
Pieces of 'Poetry, felecled for the Improve- 
ment of Youth in Speaking, Reading, 
Thinking, Compofing, and in the Condudl 
of Life, being fimilar in defign to Elegant 
Extradts in Profe, royal 8vo 

:Elegant Epiftles, or a copious Colledlion. of 
familiar and amofiag Letters, feleiied for 
the Improvement of Young Perfons, and 
:for general Entertainment, from Cicero, 
Pliny, Sydney, Bacon, Raleigh, Howel, 
JLady Ruflel, Clarendon, Temple, Locke, 
l Shaftefburyt 



TBooks Printed" For Ko^infons. 

^^ ft 

Shrftefbury, Pope, Svift, Addifon, Steele, 
Arbuthqot, Gay, Atterbury, Tillotfon, 
Herring, Seeker, Shenftone, Duchefs of 
Spmerfet, GraY> Weft, Sterne, Lady Mon- 
tague, Cheftexfield, Johnfon, and many 
others, royal 8vo 

Ellis's CoIle6lion of Englifli Exercifes, trafi- 
flated from the Writings of Cicero only, 
for Schoolboys to retranflate into Latin; 
and adapted to the principal Rules in the 
Compendium of Erafnaus's Syntax, i2mo, 
2S 6d 
*^* The fame, bound with Cicero on 
Friendfhip, 3s 

Fielding's (Henry, Efq.) Works complete; 
with an Eflay on the Life and Genius of 
the Author, by Arthur Murphy, Efq. and 
a Head from the deiign of Hogarth ; and 
12 plates elegantly ehg raved, 10 vols, 
«vo, 3I 

*^* Another edition, in 12 vols, i2mo, 
1 1 1 6s, with plates elegantly engraved* 
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